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Reading the Middle Ages - Barbara H. Rosenwein 2018-01-01
Reading the Middle Ages is well-known for providing thematic and
geographical diversity, clear and informative introductions, and close
integration with A Short History of the Middle Ages.
The Middle Ages - Hourly History 2019-05-02
Middle AgesWhat do you think of when you consider the Middle Ages?
Knights in armor and damsels in distress? Vikings plundering
monasteries? Religious dissenters burning at the stake? The dead bodies
piling up as war, famine, and plague devastated Europe? Think again.
While all these are part of the tapestry of the medieval era, the threads
of politics, personality and war, culture, religion, education and the arts
are vastly more intricate and fascinating. Think Charlemagne, Eleanor of
Aquitaine, Joan of Arc, Peter Abelard, Geoffrey Chaucer and a riveting
cast of thousands. After the fall of the Roman Empire, Western Europe
had to reinvent itself and redefine its philosophical parentage. Inside you
will read about...✓ The Early Middle Ages ✓ Advancing to Empire with
Charlemagne ✓ The High Middle Ages ✓ The Flowering of the Church ✓
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Times of Change ✓ The Late Middle Ages ✓ The End and the Beginning
As the Christian Church filled the void left by the loss of Roman
authority, nations would emerge out of blurred geographical boundaries
and dynastic kings would evolve from warlords. Rome gets the glory, and
the Renaissance gets the glamor, but they are bookends for the dynamic
centuries that are known as the Middle Ages.
Pilgrimage in the Middle Ages - Brett Edward Whalen 2011-01-01
Pilgrimage in the Middle Ages: A Reader is a rich collection of primary
sources for the history of Christian pilgrimage in Europe and the
Mediterranean world from the fourth through the sixteenth centuries.
Understanding Popular Culture - Steven L. Kaplan 1984
Jurisprudence in the Middle Ages - Walter Ullmann 1980
The Bright Ages - Matthew Gabriele 2021-12-07
"The beauty and levity that Perry and Gabriele have captured in this
book are what I think will help it to become a standard text for general
1/9

Downloaded from viewfromthefridge.com on by guest

audiences for years to come….The Bright Ages is a rare thing—a
nuanced historical work that almost anyone can enjoy reading.”—Slate
"Incandescent and ultimately intoxicating." —The Boston Globe A lively
and magisterial popular history that refutes common misperceptions of
the European Middle Ages, showing the beauty and communion that
flourished alongside the dark brutality—a brilliant reflection of humanity
itself. The word “medieval” conjures images of the “Dark
Ages”—centuries of ignorance, superstition, stasis, savagery, and poor
hygiene. But the myth of darkness obscures the truth; this was a
remarkable period in human history. The Bright Ages recasts the
European Middle Ages for what it was, capturing this 1,000-year era in
all its complexity and fundamental humanity, bringing to light both its
beauty and its horrors. The Bright Ages takes us through ten centuries
and crisscrosses Europe and the Mediterranean, Asia and Africa,
revisiting familiar people and events with new light cast upon them. We
look with fresh eyes on the Fall of Rome, Charlemagne, the Vikings, the
Crusades, and the Black Death, but also to the multi-religious experience
of Iberia, the rise of Byzantium, and the genius of Hildegard and the
power of queens. We begin under a blanket of golden stars constructed
by an empress with Germanic, Roman, Spanish, Byzantine, and Christian
bloodlines and end nearly 1,000 years later with the poet
Dante—inspired by that same twinkling celestial canopy—writing an epic
saga of heaven and hell that endures as a masterpiece of literature today.
The Bright Ages reminds us just how permeable our manmade borders
have always been and of what possible worlds the past has always made
available to us. The Middle Ages may have been a world “lit only by fire”
but it was one whose torches illuminated the magnificent rose windows
of cathedrals, even as they stoked the pyres of accused heretics. The
Bright Ages contains an 8-page color insert.
Sex, Dissidence and Damnation - Jeffrey Richards 1994
"For the authorities in medieval Europe, both secular and ecclesiastical,
dissent struck at the roots of an ordered, settled world. To allow a single
heretic to escape just punishment would, it was believed, result in the
decay and dissolution of the whole structure of society. So dissent was to
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be extirpated--initially by reason and argument, then with increasing
savagery: by torture and imprisonment, fire and the sword. In examining
the wretched lives of heretics, witches, Jews, lepers, and homosexuals,
Jeffery Richards has uncovered a common motive for their persecution:
supposed sexual aberrance."--Back cover
Western Society and the Church in the Middle Ages - R. W.
Southern 1990-08-16
The concept of an ordered human society, both religious and secular, as
an expression of a divinely ordered universe was central to medieval
thought. In the West the political and religious community were
inextricably bound together, and because the Church was so intimately
involved with the world, any history of it must take into account the
development of medieval society. Professor Southern's book covers the
period from the eighth to the sixteenth century. After sketching the main
features of each medieval age, he deals in greater detail with the Papacy,
the relations between Rome and her rival Constantinople, the bishops
and archbishops, and the various religious orders, providing in all a
superb history of the period.
The Middle Ages - Captivating History 2019-05-11
One of the least understood periods of European history occurred
between the 6th century and the 14th or 15th century (depending on
which historian you ask). Commonly called the Middle Ages, this was a
time period of extreme change for Europe, beginning with the fall of the
Western Roman Empire.
Islam and Travel in the Middle Ages - Houari Touati 2010-08
In the Middle Ages, Muslim travelers embarked on a rihla, or world tour,
as surveyors, emissaries, and educators. On these journeys, voyagers not
only interacted with foreign cultures—touring Greek civilization,
exploring the Middle East and North Africa, and seeing parts of
Europe—they also established both philosophical and geographic
boundaries between the faithful and the heathen. These voyages thus
gave the Islamic world, which at the time extended from the Maghreb to
the Indus Valley, a coherent identity. Islam and Travel in the Middle Ages
assesses both the religious and philosophical aspects of travel, as well as
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the economic and cultural conditions that made the rihla possible.
Houari Touati tracks the compilers of the hadith who culled oral
traditions linked to the prophet, the linguists and lexicologists who
journeyed to the desert to learn Bedouin Arabic, the geographers who
mapped the Muslim world, and the students who ventured to study with
holy men and scholars. Travel, with its costs, discomforts, and dangers,
emerges in this study as both a means of spiritual growth and a
metaphor for progress. Touati’s book will interest a broad range of
scholars in history, literature, and anthropology.
Jesus as Mother - Caroline Walker Bynum 1984-06-13
From the Introduction, by Caroline Walker Bynum: The opportunity to
rethink and republish several of my early articles in combination with a
new essay on the thirteenth century has led me to consider the
continuity-both of argument and of approach-that underlies them. In one
sense, their interrelationship is obvious. The first two address a question
that was more in the forefront of scholarship a dozen years ago than it is
today: the question of differences among religious orders. These two
essays set out a method of reading texts for imagery and borrowings as
well as for spiritual teaching in order to determine whether individuals
who live in different institutional settings hold differing assumptions
about the significance of their lives. The essays apply the method to the
broader question of differences between regular canons and monks and
the narrower question of differences between one kind of monk--the
Cistercians--and other religious groups, monastic and nonmonastic, of
the twelfth century. The third essay draws on some of the themes of the
first two, particularly the discussion of canonical and Cistercian
conceptions of the individual brother as example, to suggest an
interpretation of twelfth-century religious life as concerned with the
nature of groups as well as with affective expression. The fourth essay,
again on Cistercian monks, elaborates themes of the first three. Its
subsidiary goals are to provide further evidence on distinctively
Cistercian attitudes and to elaborate the Cistercian ambivalence about
vocation that I delineate in the essay on conceptions of community. It
also raises questions that have now become popular in nonacademic as
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well as academic circles: what significance should we give to the
increase of feminine imagery in twelfth-century religious writing by
males? Can we learn anything about distinctively male or female
spiritualities from this feminization of language? The fifth essay differs
from the others in turning to the thirteenth century rather than the
twelfth, to women rather than men, to detailed analysis of many themes
in a few thinkers rather than one theme in many writers; it is nonetheless
based on the conclusions of the earlier studies. The sense of monastic
vocation and of the priesthood, of the authority of God and self, and of
the significance of gender that I find in the three great mystics of late
thirteenth-century Helfta can be understood only against the background
of the growing twelfth- and thirteenth-century concern for evangelism
and for an approachable God, which are the basic themes of the first four
essays. Such connections between the essays will be clear to anyone who
reads them. There are, however, deeper methodological and interpretive
continuities among them that I wish to underline here. For these studies
constitute a plea for an approach to medieval spirituality that is not now-and perhaps has never been--dominant in medieval scholarship. They
also provide an interpretation of the religious life of the high Middle
Ages that runs against the grain of recent emphases on the emergence of
"lay spirituality." I therefore propose to give, as introduction, both a
discussion of recent approaches to medieval piety and a short sketch of
the religious history of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, emphasizing
those themes that are the context for my specific investigations. I do not
want to be misunderstood. In providing here a discussion of approaches
to and trends in medieval religion I am not claiming that the studies that
follow constitute a general history nor that my method should replace
that of social, institutional, and intellectual historians. A handful of
Cistercians does not typify the twelfth century, nor three nuns the
thirteenth. Religious imagery, on which I concentrate, does not tell us
how people lived. But because these essays approach texts in a way
others have not done, focus on imagery others have not found important,
and insist, as others have not insisted, on comparing groups to other
groups (e.g., comparing what is peculiarly male to what is female as well
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as vice versa), I want to call attention to my approach to and my
interpretation of the high Middle Ages in the hope of encouraging others
to ask similar questions.
The Black Middle Ages - Matthew X. Vernon 2018-06-13
The Black Middle Ages examines the influence of medieval studies on
African-American thought. Matthew X. Vernon focuses on nineteenth
century uses of medieval texts to structure racial identity, but also
considers the flexibility of medieval narratives more broadly in the
medieval period, twentieth and twenty-first centuries. This book engages
disparate discourses to reassess African-American positionalities in time
and space. Utilizing a transhistorical framework, Vernon reflects on
medieval studies as a discipline built upon a contended set of ideologies
and acts of imaginative appropriation visible within source texts and
their later mobilizations.
Medicine in the Middle Ages - Juliana Cummings 2021-12-31
The Middle Ages covers a span of roughly one thousand years, and
through that time people were subject to an array of not only deadly
diseases but deplorable living conditions. It was a time when cures for
sickness were often worse than the illness itself mixed with a population
of people who lacked any real understanding of sanitation and
cleanliness. Dive in to the history of medieval medicine, and learn how
the foundations of healing were built on the knowledge of ancient Greek
and Roman philosophers. Understand how your social status would have
affected medical care, and how the domination of the Catholic Church
was the basis of an abundant amount of fear regarding life and death. We
are given an intimate look into the devastating time of the Black Death,
along with other horrific ailments that would have easily claimed a life in
the Middle Ages. Delve inside the minds of the physicians and
barbersurgeons for a better understanding of how they approached
healing. As well as diving into the treacherous waters of medieval
childbirth, Cummings looks into the birth of hospitals and the care for
the insane. We are also taken directly to the battlefield and given the
gruesome details of medieval warfare and its repercussions. Examine the
horrors of the torture chamber and execution as a means of justice.
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Medicine in the Middle Ages is a fascinating walk through time to give us
a better understanding of such a perilous part of history.
The Invention of Race in the European Middle Ages - Geraldine
Heng 2018-03-08
This book challenges the common belief that race and racisms are
phenomena that began only in the modern era.
The Oldest Vocation - Clarissa W. Atkinson 1991
According to an old story, a woman concealed her sex and ruled as pope
for a few years in the ninth century, but her downfall came when she
went into labor in the streets of Rome. From this myth to the experiences
of saints, nuns, and ordinary women, The Oldest Vocation brings to life
both the richness and the troubling contradictions of Christian
motherhood in medieval Europe.
The Middle Ages: Facts and Fictions - Winston Black 2019-07-01
This book guides readers through 10 pervasive fictions about medieval
history, provides them with the sources and analytical tools to critique
those fictions, and identifies what really happened in the Middle Ages. •
Provides an overview of a particular historical misconception and its
corresponding truth • Presents primary source documents to help
readers to see how the misconceptions developed and spread, and
provide evidence for what we now believe to be the historical truth
behind each fiction • Suggests further reading and additional sources of
information • Fosters critical thinking skills and engages readers with
the history of the Middle Ages
The Middle Ages - Johannes Fried 2015-01-13
Johannes Fried gives us a Middle Ages full of people encountering the
unfamiliar, grappling with new ideas, redefining power, and interacting
with different societies—an era characterized by continuities and
discontinuities, the vibrant expansion of knowledge, and an
understanding of the growing complexity of the world.
Women in the Middle Ages - Frances Gies 1980
Correcting the omissions of traditional history, this is "a reliable survey
of the real and varied roles played by women in the medieval period. . . .
Highly recommended."--"Choice" Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights
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reserved.
The Middle Ages - Miri Rubin 2014
The Middle Ages (c.500-1500) includes a thousand years of European
history. In this Very Short Introduction Miri Rubin tells the story of the
times through the people and their lifestyles. Including stories of
kingship and Christian salvation, agriculture and trade, Rubin
demonstrates the remarkable nature and legacy of the Middle Ages.
The Art of Warfare in Western Europe During the Middle Ages - J.
F. Verbruggen 1997
First full English edition of classic work on medieval warfare, updated to
take recent scholarship into account.
Those Terrible Middle Ages - Régine Pernoud 2000
As she examines the many misconceptions about the "Middle Ages", the
renown French historian, Regine Pernoud, gives the reader a
refreshingly original perspective on many subjects, both historical (from
the Inquisition and witchcraft trials to a comparison of Gothic and
Renaissance creative inspiration) as well as eminently modern (from law
and the place of women in society to the importance of history and
tradition). Here are fascinating insights, based on Pernoud's sound
knowledge and extensive experience as an archivist at the French
National Archives. The book will be provocative for the general readers
as well as a helpful resource for teachers. Scorned for centuries,
although lauded by the Romantics, these thousand years of history have
most often been concealed behind the dark clouds of ignorance: Why,
didn't godiche (clumsy, oafish) come from gothique (Gothic)? Doesn't
"fuedal" refer to the most hopeless obscurantism? Isn't "Medieval"
applied to dust-covered, outmoded things? Here the old varnish is
stripped away and a thousand years of history finally emerge -- the
"Middle Ages" are dead, long live the Middle Ages!
Early Times - Suzanne Strauss Art 1995-03-01
Knights in shining armor, wandering minstrels and jugglers, elegantly
robed lords and ladies, gentle friars and learned monks - tournaments
and village fairs, crenellated castles, soaring gothic cathedrals - the
Middle Ages was certainly a colorful and exciting period. But it was also
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a dangerous time of war, superstition, and pestilence - a time when
chaos and ignorance threatened to destroy European society and would
have done so, were it not for the power of the Catholic Church. Meet the
heroes and heroines of medieval Europe and discover through them the
many facets of the kaleidoscopic world in which they lived.
The Antique Memory and the Middle Ages - Ivan Foletti 2015
This volume was born from a desire to leave a tangible trace of the
scholarly encounters that have taken place in the past two years at the
Center for Early Medieval Studies of the Department of Art History at
Masaryk University in Brno. Speaking in various forums Xavier Barral i
Altet, Nicolas Bock, Valentina Cantone, Herbert Kessler, Serena Romano
and Elisabetta Scirocco have sparked exciting discussions of what
continues to be known as a Middle Age. The common denominator that
unites all of the scholarly work presented was the dialogue between the
medieval "present" and the antique world: from Venice through
Campania to Milan, from Constantinople to Burgundy, there emerged an
intellectual and visual experience that suggests the medieval period was
a uniquely fertile moment for engagement with the heritage of antiquity,
filtered and mediated in different ways, but ever present. The purpose of
this volume is to understand why and how patterns, images and ideas
from the mythical (but visible) ancient past were received throughout the
medieval millennium. We seek, that is, to understand why, hic et nunc,
clients and workshops deliberately chose to speak in a "classicizing"
aesthetic language, or to appropriate concepts belonging to the antique
tradition wholesale.
Reason and Society in the Middle Ages - Alexander Murray 1978
This book concentrates on the 250 years beteen the late 11th and early
14th centuries and studies two key facets of the rationalistic tradition.
Crusading and Warfare in the Middle Ages - Dr Nicholas Morton
2014-09-28
The fifteen essays in this volume cover a range of topics from the
Carolingian period through to the early fourteenth century. Some offer
new insight upon long-contested issues, some open up new areas of
debate connected to the history of crusading, while others use innovative
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methodologies to unlock the potential of various types of source material
including: manuscript illuminations depicting warfare, Templar graffiti,
German crusading songs, and crusading charters.
God and Reason in the Middle Ages - Edward Grant 2001-07-30
Between 1100 and 1600, the emphasis on reason in the learning and
intellectual life of Western Europe became more pervasive and
widespread than ever before in the history of human civilization. Of
crucial significance was the invention of the university around 1200,
within which reason was institutionalized and where it became a deeply
embedded, permanent feature of Western thought and culture. It is
therefore appropriate to speak of an Age of Reason in the Middle Ages,
and to view it as a forerunner and herald of the Age of Reason that was
to come in the seventeenth century. The object of this study is twofold: to
describe how reason was manifested in the curriculum of medieval
universities, especially in the subjects of logic, natural philosophy and
theology; and to explain how the Middle Ages acquired an undeserved
reputation as an age of superstition, barbarism, and unreason.
The Middle Ages - Eleanor Janega 2021-06-03
A unique, illustrated book that will change the way you see medieval
history The Middle Ages: A Graphic History busts the myth of the 'Dark
Ages', shedding light on the medieval period's present-day relevance in a
unique illustrated style. This history takes us through the rise and fall of
empires, papacies, caliphates and kingdoms; through the violence and
death of the Crusades, Viking raids, the Hundred Years War and the
Plague; to the curious practices of monks, martyrs and iconoclasts. We'll
see how the foundations of the modern West were established,
influencing our art, cultures, religious practices and ways of thinking.
And we'll explore the lives of those seen as 'Other' - women, Jews,
homosexuals, lepers, sex workers and heretics. Join historian Eleanor
Janega and illustrator Neil Max Emmanuel on a romp across continents
and kingdoms as we discover the Middle Ages to be a time of huge
change, inquiry and development - not unlike our own.
The Middle Ages - Dorothy Mills 2007
An overview of the Middle Ages that describes significant events and
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discusses religion, monks, pilgrims, feudalism, chivalry, towns,
government, and more.
Science in the Middle Ages - David C. Lindberg 1978
In this book, sixteen leading scholars address themselves to providing as
full an account of medieval science as current knowledge permits.
Designed to be introductory, the authors have directed their chapters to
a beginning audience of diverse readers.
A History of the Middle Ages, 300 1500 - John M. Riddle 2016-02-15
This text covers the Middle Ages from the classical era to the late
medieval period. Riddle provides a cogent analysis of the rulers, wars,
and events both natural and human that defined the medieval era. Richly
illustrated with color plates, this lively, engaging book will immerse
readers in an era that shaped the foundation for the modern world."
Music of the Middle Ages: Volume 1 - Giulio Cattin 1984-12-06
A unique history of the vast repertory of monophonic music of the Middle
Ages.
Magic in the Middle Ages - Richard Kieckhefer 2014-11-06
A fascinating study of natural and demonic magic within the broad
context of medieval culture.
The Middle Ages - Jeffrey L. Singman 2013
An exploration of both private and public life in the Middle Ages covers
material culture and the life cycle as well as daily experiences in villages,
castles, monasteries, and towns.
The Middle Ages - Barbara A. Hanawalt 1999-03-04
A brisk narrative of battles and plagues, monastic orders, heroic women,
and knights-errant, barbaric tortures and tender romance, intrigue,
scandals, and conquest, The Middle Ages: An Illustrated History mixes a
spirited and entertaining writing style with exquisite, thorough
scholarship. Barbara A. Hanawalt, a renowned medievalist, launches her
story with the often violent amalgamation of Roman, Christian, and
Germanic cultures following the destruction and pillaging of the crown
jewel of the Roman Empirethe great city of Rome. The story moves on to
the redrawn map of Europe, in which power players like Byzantium and
the newly-established Frankish kingdom begin a precarious existence in
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a "sea of tribes" (in the words of a contemporary). Savage peoplesthe
bloodthirsty Germans, the wild Visigoths and Ostrogoths, the fierce
Anglo-Saxons, and the Slavs to the Eastas well as the sophisticated and
ever-expanding Arabs threaten each others borders, invade cities and
have their own cities sacked, fight victorious battles and get conquered
in turn. Hanawalt charts the spread of Christianity in Europe, maps out
the trail of misery and mayhem the Crusades left in their wake, explains
feudalism and Church reform, familiarizes us with the astrolabe and the
masterpieces of Romanesque and Gothic architecture, tracks the
progress of the Hundred Years' War, and brings great historical figures-such as Charlemagne, King Henry II, Joan of Arc, Dante, and Justinian--to
life. Spanning the millennium between the fifth and the fifteenth
centuries, The Middle Ages: An Illustrated History captures the major
historical and political events in great depth and clarity, but never loses
sight of the plain and often-overlooked facts of lifelife as lived by
peasants and townsfolk, kings and monks, men and women. Hanawalt
offers fascinating tidbits on diverse facets of medieval society, from
herbal medical cures to table etiquette and drinking habits, from tabloidworthy court scandals to a unique listing of the rules of a monastic order.
She examines rare textsfrom illuminated manuscripts to Carolingian
minusculeand takes us inside the awe-inspiring Hagia Sofia in
Constantinople. Barbara Hanawalt makes use of eclectic source material,
including inscriptions, chronicles, artifacts, and literature, from the
Koran to the Scriptures, and from Omar Khayam to the Goliardic poems.
Fascinating stories--like that of the discovery of the burial site of an
Anglo-Saxon chieftain which contained, among other treasures, an entire
86-foot long shipare interspersed among the chronicles of great
historical upheavals. The author takes a sweeping approach to the
subject, building a comprehensive, animated portrait of every aspect of
life in that period by including material on women's place in medieval
society, agriculture, art and literature, religion and superstitions,
philosophy, and weaponry. Lavishly illustrated with art, photographs,
documents, artifacts, and maps, The Middle Ages also includes a
glossary, index, chronology, and suggestions for further reading. A
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collection of lavishly illustrated single-volume histories, Oxford
Illustrated Histories present well-documented chronologies on topics like
Britain, theater, Greece, opera, English literature, modern Europe, and
more. Each history includes color and black and white illustrations, as
well as photographs, and is compiled by a taskforce of leading scholars in
its respective field of interest. These titles are ideal for any casual reader
and also, because of the scholarship, serve as companions to any budding
researcher's reference collection.
Toward a Global Middle Ages - Bryan C. Keene 2019-09-03
This important and overdue book examines illuminated manuscripts and
other book arts of the Global Middle Ages. Illuminated manuscripts and
illustrated or decorated books—like today’s museums—preserve a rich
array of information about how premodern peoples conceived of and
perceived the world, its many cultures, and everyone’s place in it. Often
a Eurocentric field of study, manuscripts are prisms through which we
can glimpse the interconnected global history of humanity. Toward a
Global Middle Ages is the first publication to examine decorated books
produced across the globe during the period traditionally known as
medieval. Through essays and case studies, the volume’s
multidisciplinary contributors expand the historiography, chronology,
and geography of manuscript studies to embrace a diversity of objects,
individuals, narratives, and materials from Africa, Asia, Australasia, and
the Americas—an approach that both engages with and contributes to
the emerging field of scholarly inquiry known as the Global Middle Ages.
Featuring more than 160 color illustrations, this wide-ranging and
provocative collection is intended for all who are interested in engaging
in a dialogue about how books and other textual objects contributed to
world-making strategies from about 400 to 1600.
Medieval Masculinities - Clare A. Lees 1994
Since the mid-1970s men's studies, and gender studies has earned its
place in scholarship. What's often missing from such studies, however, is
the insight that the concept of gender in general, and that of masculinity
in particular, can be understood only in relation to individual societies,
examined at specific historical and cultural moments. An application of
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this insight, "Medieval Masculinities" is the first full-length collection to
explore the issues of men's studies and contemporary theories of gender
within the context of the Middle Ages. Interdisciplinary and
multicultural, the essays range from matrimony in medieval Italy to
bachelorhood in "Renaissance Venice", from friars and saints to the male
animal in the fables of Marie de France, from manhood in "Sir Gawain
and the Green Knight", "Beowulf" and the "Roman d'Eneas" to men as
"other", whether Muslim or Jew, in medieval Castilian Epic and Ballad.
The authors are especially concerned with cultural manifestations of
masculinity that transcend this particular historical period - idealized
gender roles, political and economic factors in structuring social
institutions, and the impact of masculinist ideology in fostering and
maintaining power. Together, these essays constitute an important
reassessment of traditional assumptions within medieval studies, as well
as a major contribution to the evolving study of gender.
The English Clown Tradition from the Middle Ages to Shakespeare
- Robert Hornback 2013
A new account of medieval and Renaissance clown traditions reveals the
true extent of their cultural influence.
Framing the Early Middle Ages - Chris Wickham 2006-11-30
The Roman empire tends to be seen as a whole whereas the early middle
ages tends to be seen as a collection of regional histories, roughly
corresponding to the land-areas of modern nation states. As a result,
early medieval history is much more fragmented, and there have been
few convincing syntheses of socio-economic change in the post-Roman
world since the 1930s. In recent decades, the rise of early medieval
archaeology has also transformed our source-base, but this has not been
adequately integrated into analyses of documentary history in almost any
country. In Framing the Early Middle Ages Chris Wickham combines
documentary and archaeological evidence to create a comparative
history of the period 400-800. His analysis embraces each of the regions
of the late Roman and immediately post-Roman world, from Denmark to
Egypt. The book concentrates on classic socio-economic themes, state
finance, the wealth and identity of the aristocracy, estate management,
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peasant society, rural settlement, cities, and exchange. These give only a
partial picture of the period, but they frame and explain other
developments. Earlier syntheses have taken the development of a single
region as 'typical', with divergent developments presented as exceptions.
This book takes all different developments as typical, and aims to
construct a synthesis based on a better understanding of difference and
the reasons for it.
Daily Life in the Middle Ages - Paul B. Newman 2018-01-16
Although life in the Middle Ages was not as comfortable and safe as it is
for most people in industrialized countries today, the term “Dark Ages” is
highly misleading. The era was not so primitive and crude as depictions
in film and literature would suggest. Even during the worst years of the
centuries immediately following the fall of Rome, the legacy of that
civilization survived. This book covers diet, cooking, housing, building,
clothing, hygiene, games and other pastimes, fighting and healing in
medieval times. The reader will find numerous misperceptions corrected.
The book also includes a comprehensive bibliography and a listing of
collections of medieval art and artifacts and related sites across the
United States and Canada so that readers in North America can see for
themselves some of the matters discussed in the book. Instructors
considering this book for use in a course may request an examination
copy here.
Why the Middle Ages Matter - Celia Chazelle 2012-02-20
"The word "medieval" is often used in a negative way when talking about
contemporary issues; Why the Middle Ages Matter refreshes our thinking
about this historical era, and our own, by looking at some pressing
concerns from today's world, asking how these issues were really
handled in the medieval period, and showing why the past matters now.
The contributors here cover topics such as torture, animal rights,
marriage, sexuality, imprisonment, refugees, poverty and end of life care.
They shed light on relations between Christians and Muslims and on
political leadership. This collection challenges many negative stereotypes
of medieval people, revealing a world from which, for instance, much
could be learned about looking after the spiritual needs of the dying, and
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about integrating prisoners into the wider community with the emphasis
on reconciliation between victim and criminal. It represents a new level
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of engagement with issues of social justice by medievalists and provides
a highly engaging way into studying the middle ages for students"--
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