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contains 290 lessons that define the baseline for samurai during times of
peace—a time which is considered as preparation for war. It focuses
each student on expanding their own ability and conduct, giving them
the mind-set needed for any battles to come. The second scroll, Ippei
Yoko, moves the student onto the field of battle. It provides them with an
understanding of what is expected during a campaign of war and the
necessary guidance for samurai who are to take up arms for the first
time. These first two Natori-Ryu documents are an in-depth and detailed
account of the practicality of samurai warfare, opening up the lost world
of these Japanese warriors to all modern readers.
Samurai, Warfare and the State in Early Medieval Japan - Karl F.
Friday 2004
This book is a broadly-cast study of the purposes, methods, technology
and mores of warfare among the early samurai, and their relationship to
the polity and social structure of tenth to fourteenth century Japan.
Seppuku - Andrew Rankin 2012-11-20
The history of seppuku -- Japanese ritual suicide by cutting the stomach,
sometimes referred to as hara-kiri -- spans a millennium, and came to be
favored by samurai as an honorable form of death. Here, for the first
time in English, is a book that charts the history of seppuku from ancient
times to the twentieth century through a collection of swashbuckling
tales from history and literature. Author Andrew Rankin takes us from
the first recorded incident of seppuku, by the goddess Aomi in the eighth
century, through the "golden age" of seppuku in the sixteenth century
that includes the suicides of Shibata Katsuie, Sen no Riky? and Toyotomi
Hidetsugu, up to the seppuku of General Nogi Maresuke in 1912.
Drawing on never-before-translated medieval war tales, samurai clan
documents, and execution handbooks, Rankin also provides a fascinating
look at the seppuku ritual itself, explaining the correct protocol and
etiquette for seppuku, different stomach-cutting procedures, types of
swords, attire, location, even what kinds of refreshment should be served
at the seppuku ceremony. The book ends with a collection of quotations
from authors and commentators down through the centuries, summing
up both the Japanese attitude toward seppuku and foreigners’ reactions:
"As for when to die, make sure you are one step ahead of everyone else.
Never pull back from the brink. But be aware that there are times when
you should die, and times when you should not. Die at the right moment,
and you will be a hero. Die at the wrong moment, and you will die like a
dog." -- Izawa Nagahide, The Warrior’s Code, 1725 "We all thought,
‘These guys are some kind of nutcakes.’" — Jim Verdolini, USS Randolph,
describing "Kamikaze" attack of March 11, 1945
The Lone Samurai - William Scott Wilson 2013-03-12
Miyamoto Musashi (1584?1645) was the legendary samurai known
throughout the world as a master swordsman, spiritual seeker, and
author of the classic book on strategy, the Book of Five Rings. Over 350
years after his death, Musashi and his legacy still fascinate us and
continue to inspire artists, authors, and filmmakers. Here, respected
translator and expert on samurai culture William Scott Wilson has
created both a vivid account of a fascinating period in feudal Japan and a
portrait of the courageous, iconoclastic samurai who wrestled with
philosophical and spiritual ideas that are as relevant today as they were
in his time. For Musashi, the way of the martial arts was about mastery
of the mind rather than simply technical prowess—and it is this path to
mastery that is the core teaching in his Book of Five Rings. This volume
includes supplemental material on Musashi’s legacy as a martial arts
icon, his impact on literature and film, and the influence of his Book of
Five Rings.
Way of the Warrior, The (Young Samurai, Book 1) - Chris Bradford
2010-03-28

African Samurai - Thomas Lockley 2019-04-30
Warrior. Samurai. Legend. “A readable, compassionate account of an
extraordinary life.” —The Washington Post The remarkable life of
history’s first foreign-born samurai, and his astonishing journey from
Northeast Africa to the heights of Japanese society. When Yasuke arrived
in Japan in the late 1500s, he had already traveled much of the known
world. Kidnapped as a child, he had ended up a servant and bodyguard
to the head of the Jesuits in Asia, with whom he traversed India and
China learning multiple languages as he went. His arrival in Kyoto,
however, literally caused a riot. Most Japanese people had never seen an
African man before, and many of them saw him as the embodiment of the
black-skinned (in local tradition) Buddha. Among those who were drawn
to his presence was Lord Nobunaga, head of the most powerful clan in
Japan, who made Yasuke a samurai in his court. Soon, he was learning
the traditions of Japan’s martial arts and ascending the upper echelons of
Japanese society. In the four hundred years since, Yasuke has been
known in Japan largely as a legendary, perhaps mythical figure. Now
African Samurai presents the never-before-told biography of this unique
figure of the sixteenth century, one whose travels between countries,
cultures and classes offers a new perspective on race in world history
and a vivid portrait of life in medieval Japan.
Samurai Shortstop - Alan M. Gratz 2008-02-14
Tokyo, 1890. Toyo is caught up in the competitive world of boarding
school, and must prove himself to make the team in a new sport called
besuboru. But he grieves for his uncle, a samurai who sacrificed himself
for his beliefs, at a time when most of Japan is eager to shed ancient
traditions. It's only when his father decides to teach him the way of the
samurai that Toyo grows to better understand his uncle and father. And
to his surprise, the warrior training guides him to excel at baseball, a
sport his father despises as yet another modern Western menace. Toyo
searches desperately for a way to prove there is a place for his family's
samurai values in modern Japan. Baseball might just be the answer, but
will his father ever accept a Western game that stands for everything he
despises?
Legends of the Samurai - Hiroaki Sato 2012-03-06
In Legends of the Samurai, Hiroaki Sato confronts both the history and
the legend of the samurai, untangling the two to present an authentic
picture of these legendary warriors. Through his masterful translations
of original samurai tales, laws, dicta, reports, and arguments
accompanied by insightful commentary, Sato chronicles the changing
ethos of the Japanese warrior from the samurai's historical origins to his
rise to political power. A fascinating look at Japanese history as seen
through the evolution of the samurai, Legends of the Samurai stands as
the ultimate authority on its subject.
The Way of the Samurai - Inazo Nitobe 2017-09-21
This classic text by Inazo Nitobe defining the moral code of the warrior
class or Samurai has had a huge impact both in the West and in Japan
itself. Drawing on Japanese traditions such as Shinto and Buddhism, and
citing parallels with Western philosophy and literature, Nitobe's text is
essential reading for anyone who wishes to understand the culture and
morals of Japan.
The Book of Samurai - Antony Cummins 2015-10-20
The first installment in a multi-volume guide on the lost arts of the
samurai—presented in the English language for the very first time
Antony Cummins and Yoshie Minami have brought the teachings of the
famed samurai school Natori-Ryu back to life through The Book of
Samurai series. This first installment is a translation of two secret scrolls
and establishes the Fundamental Teachings of a samurai student,
revealing the basic traditions of Natori-Ryu. The first scroll, Heika Jodan,
a-brief-history-of-the-samurai-brief-history-running-press
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Shipwrecked on the shore of Japan, twelve-year-old Jack Fletcher is
wounded and alone. His father and the entire crew have been
slaughtered by ninja pirates. Jack's last remaining possession is his
father's rudder, an invaluable book of maps and notes about the world's
uncharted oceans. Masamoto-sama, one of Japan's greatest samurai,
rescues Jack, adopts him, and sends him to samurai school, where Jack
will be trained in the Way of the Warrior. Will it be enough to help Jack
defeat Dragon Eye, the ruthless ninja who is intent on stealing the
rudder at any cost?
A Brief History of the Samurai - Jonathan Clements 2018-09-04
'Clements has a knack for writing suspenseful sure-footed conflict
scenes: His recounting of the Korean invasion led by samurai and daimyo
Toyotomi Hideyoshi reads like a thriller. If you're looking for a samurai
primer, Clements' guide will keep you on the hook' Japan Times,
reviewed as part of an Essential Reading for Japanophiles series From a
leading expert in Japanese history, this is one of the first full histories of
the art and culture of the Samurai warrior. The Samurai emerged as a
warrior caste in Medieval Japan and would have a powerful influence on
the history and culture of the country from the next 500 years. Clements
also looks at the Samurai wars that tore Japan apart in the 17th and 18th
centuries and how the caste was finally demolished in the advent of the
mechanized world.
The Samurai - Shūsaku Endō 1997
Rokuemon Haskura, a low-ranking warrior, is chosen as one of a group of
envoys to the Viceroy of Mexico and Pope Paul V, but by the time his
delegation returns to Japan, a policy of isolation has been established
Daughters of the Samurai: A Journey from East to West and Back - Janice
P. Nimura 2015-05-04
"Nimura paints history in cinematic strokes and brings a forgotten story
to vivid, unforgettable life." —Arthur Golden, author of Memoirs of a
Geisha In 1871, five young girls were sent by the Japanese government
to the United States. Their mission: learn Western ways and return to
help nurture a new generation of enlightened men to lead Japan. Raised
in traditional samurai households during the turmoil of civil war, three of
these unusual ambassadors—Sutematsu Yamakawa, Shige Nagai, and
Ume Tsuda—grew up as typical American schoolgirls. Upon their arrival
in San Francisco they became celebrities, their travels and traditional
clothing exclaimed over by newspapers across the nation. As they
learned English and Western customs, their American friends grew to
love them for their high spirits and intellectual brilliance. The passionate
relationships they formed reveal an intimate world of cross-cultural
fascination and connection. Ten years later, they returned to Japan—a
land grown foreign to them—determined to revolutionize women’s
education. Based on in-depth archival research in Japan and in the
United States, including decades of letters from between the three
women and their American host families, Daughters of the Samurai is
beautifully, cinematically written, a fascinating lens through which to
view an extraordinary historical moment.
Samurai - Michael Wert 2019
About the samurai from their origins to their disappearance. The idea of
the sword-wielding samurai, beholden to a strict ethical code and trained
in deadly martial arts, dominates popular conceptions of the samurai. As
early as the late seventeenth century, they were heavily featured in
literature, art, theater, and even comedy. This book describes samurai
life, work, philosophy, and warfare as it changed over time from the
eighth to the nineteenth century and dispels myths about the samurai
one might encounter in popular culture
You Wouldn't Want to be a Samurai! - Fiona Macdonald 2009
Examines the skills needed to become a samurai warrior in 17th-century
Japan, including courage, obedience, strength, dedication and fighting
skills, as well as the dangers involved in holding such a prestigious
position. Simultaneous.
A Brief History of Korea - Michael J. Seth 2019-11-12
Exploring Korean history from its ancient roots to the present day, A
Brief History of Korea is the story of a people with a rich and united
culture that has become two Koreas in modern times--one isolated and
secretive and the other among the world's most successful economies.
Korean culture developed on a 600-mile-long peninsula, bordered on the
north by mountains and three sides by the sea, set apart from the Asian
mainland. Korea was one of the last countries in Asia to be visited by
Westerners and its borders have remained largely unchanged since it
was unified in the seventh century. Though it is one of the world's oldest
and most ethnically homogeneous states, Korea was not born in a
vacuum. Geographically isolated, the country was heavily influenced by
powerful China and was often used as a bridge to the mainland by Japan.
a-brief-history-of-the-samurai-brief-history-running-press

Calling themselves as "a shrimp among whales," Koreans borrowed
elements of government, culture and religion all the while fiercely
fighting to maintain independence from powerful neighbors. This
fascinating book tells the story of Korean domestic dynasties, empires
and states, as well as foreign conquest, occupation and division. Today,
the two Koreas are starkly different--North Korea a nation closed to the
world and South Korea an economic powerhouse and center of Asian
democracy. Chronicling significant events right up through 2018's
Singapore Summit, author Michael J. Seth presents a relevant,
interesting and important history of Korea within a larger global context.
Korea's history is a turbulent one, but ultimately the story of a resistant
and resourceful people in search of lasting peace.
An Illustrated Guide to Samurai History and Culture - Gavin Blair
2022-04-05
The ultimate visual guide to Samurai history and culture! The Samurai
are continuously celebrated as the greatest warriors the world has ever
seen. They ruled Japan for centuries, finally uniting the nation after a
prolonged period of brutal war and bloodshed. Though famed for their
loyalty, honor, and chivalry, they could also be treacherous, bloodthirsty,
and merciless. This book tells the story of their rise and eventual demise
through carefully curated images, both historical and contemporary, with
an engaging and authoritative text by Gavin Blair—a noted commentator
on all things Japanese. It exposes the myths surrounding the Samurai
and reveals their many secrets, while examining their enduring influence
on global culture in anime, manga, books, and video games. Gorgeously
illustrated with color prints, paintings, and photos throughout, this book
features detailed chapters on: The rise of the Japanese warrior class and
how they established their grip on political power Rival clans, legendary
Samurai, the unification of warlord states, and famous female Samurai
Samurai "tools of the trade"—swords, bows, spears, guns, castles, and
armor The cult of Bushido, the fabled warrior's code The transformation
of Samurai into cultured "gentlemen" warriors, poets, and aristocrats
Their legacy in modern world literature, media, film, and popular culture
And so much more! A foreword by leading Samurai historian Alexander
Bennett, the celebrated translator of works such as The Complete
Musashi and Hagakure, introduces readers to these fascinating warriors,
who continue to captivate modern audiences.
Training the Samurai Mind - Thomas Cleary 2009-10-06
Through the ages, the samurai have been associated with honor,
fearlessness, calm, decisive action, strategic thinking, and martial
prowess. Their ethos is known as bushido, the Way of the WarriorKnight. Here, premier translator Thomas Cleary presents a rich
collection of writings on bushido by warriors, scholars, political advisors,
and educators from the fifteenth century through the nineteenth century
that provide a comprehensive, historically rich view of samurai life and
philosophy. Training the Samurai Mind gives an insider’s view of the
samurai world: the moral and psychological development of the warrior,
the ethical standards they were meant to uphold, their training in both
martial arts and strategy, and the enormous role that the traditions of
Shintoism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism had in influencing
samurai ideals. The writings deal with a broad range of subjects—from
military strategy and political science, to personal discipline and
character development. Cleary introduces each piece, putting it into
historical context, and presents biographical information about the
authors. This is an essential read for anyone interested in military history
and samurai history, and for martial artists who want to understand
strategy.
Samurai Warriors - Ben Hubbard 2016-12-15
Samurai Warriors illustrates the truth about the fighting men that are
iconic in Japanese culture. Comprehensive historical text on the samurai
separate myth from fact in chapters detailing their history, from
formation to decline, their political role and social structure, and their
warfare. Photographs, artwork, and maps illustrate their fighting style
and strategy, and depict battles, weapons, and armor. For a period of
over fifty years, the samurai helped rule Japan, but these fighter still
represent the power and prestige of the warrior.
Code of the Samurai - Thomas Cleary 2011-06-07
Learn the ways of the Japanese Bushido Code with this very readable,
modern translation of the Bushido Shoshinshu. Code of the Samurai is a
four-hundred-year-old explication of the rules and expectations embodied
in Bushido, the Japanese Way of the Warrior. Bushido has played a major
role in shaping the behavior of modern Japanese government,
corporations, society, and individuals, as well as in shaping modern
Japanese martial arts within Japan and internationally. The Japanese
original of this book, Bushido Shoshinshu, (Bushido for Beginners), has
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been one of the primary sources on the tenets of Bushido, a way of
thought that remains fascinating and relevant to the modern world, East
and West. This handbook, written after five hundred years of military
rule in Japan, was composed to provide practical and moral instruction
for warriors, correcting wayward tendencies and outlining the personal,
social, and professional standards of conduct characteristic of Bushido,
the Japanese chivalric tradition. With a clear, conversational narrative by
Thomas Cleary, one of the foremost translators of the wisdom of Asia,
and powerfully evocative line drawings by master illustrator Oscar Ratti,
this book is indispensable to the corporate executive, student of the
Asian Culture, martial artist, those interested in Eastern philosophy or
military strategy, as well as for those simply interested in Japan and its
people.
The Taming of the Samurai - Eiko Ikegami 1997-03-25
Modern Japan offers us a view of a highly developed society with its own
internal logic. Eiko Ikegami makes this logic accessible to us through a
sweeping investigation into the roots of Japanese organizational
structures. She accomplishes this by focusing on the diverse roles that
the samurai have played in Japanese history. From their rise in ancient
Japan, through their dominance as warrior lords in the medieval period,
and their subsequent transformation to quasi-bureaucrats at the
beginning of the Tokugawa era, the samurai held center stage in Japan
until their abolishment after the opening up of Japan in the midnineteenth century. This book demonstrates how Japan’s so-called
harmonious collective culture is paradoxically connected with a history of
conflict. Ikegami contends that contemporary Japanese culture is based
upon two remarkably complementary ingredients, honorable competition
and honorable collaboration. The historical roots of this situation can be
found in the process of state formation, along very different lines from
that seen in Europe at around the same time. The solution that emerged
out of the turbulent beginnings of the Tokugawa state was a
transformation of the samurai into a hereditary class of vassalbureaucrats, a solution that would have many unexpected ramifications
for subsequent centuries. Ikegami’s approach, while sociological, draws
on anthropological and historical methods to provide an answer to the
question of how the Japanese managed to achieve modernity without
traveling the route taken by Western countries. The result is a work of
enormous depth and sensitivity that will facilitate a better understanding
of, and appreciation for, Japanese society.
A Brief History of Japan - Jonathan Clements 2017-08-01
This fascinating history tells the story of the people of Japan, from
ancient teenage priest-queens to teeming hordes of salarymen, a nation
that once sought to conquer China, yet also shut itself away for two
centuries in self-imposed seclusion. First revealed to Westerners in the
chronicles of Marco Polo, Japan was a legendary faraway land defended
by a fearsome Kamikaze storm and ruled by a divine sovereign. It was
the terminus of the Silk Road, the furthest end of the known world, a
fertile source of inspiration for European artists, and an enduring symbol
of the mysterious East. In recent times, it has become a powerhouse of
global industry, a nexus of popular culture, and a harbinger of postindustrial decline. With intelligence and wit, author Jonathan Clements
blends documentary and storytelling styles to connect the past, present
and future of Japan, and in broad yet detailed strokes reveals a country
of paradoxes: a modern nation steeped in ancient traditions; a democracy
with an emperor as head of state; a famously safe society built on 108
volcanoes resting on the world's most active earthquake zone; a fastpaced urban and technologically advanced country whose land consists
predominantly of mountains and forests. Among the chapters in this
Japanese history book are: The Way of the Gods: Prehistoric and
Mythical Japan A Game of Thrones: Minamoto vs. Taira Time Warp: 200
Years of Isolation The Stench of Butter: Restoration and Modernization
The New Breed: The Japanese Miracle
Inventing the Way of the Samurai - Oleg Benesch 2014
This volume examines the development of the 'way of the samurai'
(bushidō), which is popularly viewed as a defining element of the
Japanese national character and even the 'soul of Japan' - to provide an
overview of modern Japanese social, cultural, and political history.
Samurai - Mitsuo Kure 2014-11-25
Samurai: An Illustrated History brings the violent, tumultuous, and, at
the same time, elegant world of the medieval Japanese samurai to life.
This book of Japanese history traces the story of a unique historical
phenomenon: a period of 700 years—equivalent to the entire stretch of
Western history between the reigns of the Crusader king Richard the
Lionhearted and of Queen Victoria at the height of the British
Empire—during which an enclosed civilization was dominated by a single
a-brief-history-of-the-samurai-brief-history-running-press

warrior caste. The historical narrative of samurai history is supported by
explanations of samurai armor, weapons, fortifications, tactics, and
customs, and illustrated with nearly 800 fascinating color photographs,
maps, and sketches, including ancient scroll paintings and surviving suits
of armor preserved for centuries in Japanese shrines. From the 12th to
the 19th centuries the history of Japan was effectively the history of the
samurai—the class of professional fighting men. At first they were no
more than lowly soldiery employed by the court aristocracy of Kyoto, but
the growing power of the provincial warrior clans soon enabled them to
brush aside the executive power of the imperial court and to form their
own parallel military government. Though individual dynasties came and
went in cycles of vigor and decadence, the dominance of the samurai as a
class proved uniquely resilient.
The Last Samurai - Helen DeWitt 2016-05-31
Called “remarkable” (The Wall Street Journal) and “an ambitious,
colossal debut novel” (Publishers Weekly), Helen DeWitt’s The Last
Samurai is back in print at last Helen DeWitt’s 2000 debut, The Last
Samurai, was “destined to become a cult classic” (Miramax). The
enterprising publisher sold the rights in twenty countries, so “Why not
just, ‘destined to become a classic?’” (Garth Risk Hallberg) And why
must cultists tell the uninitiated it has nothing to do with Tom Cruise?
Sibylla, an American-at-Oxford turned loose on London, finds herself
trapped as a single mother after a misguided one-night stand. Highminded principles of child-rearing work disastrously well. J. S. Mill
(taught Greek at three) and Yo Yo Ma (Bach at two) claimed the methods
would work with any child; when these succeed with the boy Ludo, he
causes havoc at school and is home again in a month. (Is he a prodigy, a
genius? Readers looking over Ludo’s shoulder find themselves easily
reading Greek and more.) Lacking male role models for a fatherless boy,
Sibylla turns to endless replays of Kurosawa’s masterpiece Seven
Samurai. But Ludo is obsessed with the one thing he wants and doesn’t
know: his father’s name. At eleven, inspired by his own take on the
classic film, he sets out on a secret quest for the father he never knew.
He’ll be punched, sliced, and threatened with retribution. He may not
live to see twelve. Or he may find a real samurai and save a mother who
thinks boredom a fate worse than death.
How to Live Like a Samurai Warrior - John Farndon 2016-09-01
At the age of five, Takeshi joins the other youngsters in a samurai's
castle to train as a noble fighter. Join him in action as he fires arrows
while riding on horseback and defeats three foes in bare-handed combat.
Take on the samurai's "way of the warrior" lifestyle and it will make you
strong—but always remember that honor can be more important than
life.
Samurai: a Very Short Introduction - Michael Wert 2021
"A book about the samurai from their origins in the eighth and ninth
centuries until their demise in the mid-nineteenth century. It dispels a lot
of myths about the samurai one might encounter in popular culture. It
describes samurai life, work, philosophy, and warfare as it changed over
time. It covers what samurai were doing when they weren't fighting. For
example, samurai who engaged in commerce, formed gangs, begged, and
even taught samurai etiquette and martial arts to non-samurai. The first
half of the book tends to focus on warriors, some of whom were
essentially aristocrats; warrior families who looked to non-warrior nobles
for models of behaviour, lifestyle, and politics. It traces the early
formation of a warrior regime, how it interacted with an emperorcentered noble court located permanently in Kyoto, and the political and
cultural struggles within the warrior class. The second half of the book
zeroes in on the details of warlord families, the struggles of "rank-andfile" samurai typically depicted in popular culture-warriors from the
seventeenth through nineteenth centuries. It also shows how samurai
history, culture, and values were consumed by non-samurai and, in so
doing, contributed to an idealized warrior image that even samurai
themselves tried to emulate"-Samurai - Thomas Louis 2008-08
"'Samurai' explores the essence, truth, and wisdom of these remarkable
warriors. It features renowned samurai warriors, their weapons, armor,
and military strategies and illuminates their unwavering "Bushido"
philosophy--the strict code of honor requiring absolute loyalty to their
master above all else, and ritual suicide in preference to dying a
dishonorable death. This book explores the spirit, body, and minds of
these sublime paladins who long ago passed into legend, but still live on
today"--Back cover.
The Samurai's Garden - Gail Tsukiyama 2008-06-24
The daughter of a Chinese mother and a Japanese father, Gail
Tsukiyama's The Samurai's Garden uses the Japanese invasion of China
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during the late 1930s as a somber backdrop for this extraordinary story.
A 20-year-old Chinese painter named Stephen is sent to his family's
summer home in a Japanese coastal village to recover from a bout with
tuberculosis. Here he is cared for by Matsu, a reticent housekeeper and
a master gardener. Over the course of a remarkable year, Stephen learns
Matsu's secret and gains not only physical strength, but also profound
spiritual insight. Matsu is a samurai of the soul, a man devoted to doing
good and finding beauty in a cruel and arbitrary world, and Stephen is a
noble student, learning to appreciate Matsu's generous and nurturing
way of life and to love Matsu's soulmate, gentle Sachi, a woman afflicted
with leprosy.
Samurai Rising - Pamela S. Turner 2018-03-13
A samurai fights for honor and survival in a real-life Game of Thrones.
Stirring narrative nonfiction recounts the rise of Minamoto Yoshitsune
from seemingly doomed infant to immortal warrior-hero (and one of the
most famous samurai in Japanese history). Acclaimed author Pamela S.
Turner delivers all the drama, romance, and tragedy of the original story-with delightfully dry wit and a healthy dose of modern perspective.
Gorgeous ink paintings by celebrated graphic-novelist Gareth Hinds
complete this irresistible package.
A History of the Samurai - Jonathan Lopez-Vera 2020-06-02
A History of the Samurai tells the complete story of Japan's legendary
warrior class from beginning to end—an epic tale of intrigue, bloodshed
and bravery that is central to an understanding of the Japanese character
and of Japanese history. It describes in detail the core Samurai
philosophy of Bushido—"the way of the warrior"—a complex code of
conduct embracing ideals of honor and loyalty that continues to govern
the Japanese way of life today. Historian Jonathan Lopez-Vera offers a
compelling look at these enigmatic warriors including: The lives of
famous Samurai—Miyamoto Musashi, Japan's greatest swordsman;
Tomoe Gozen, the woman who became a Samurai; Tokugawa Ieyasu, the
last Shogun; and many more The tragic tale of the 47 Ronin who chose
honor over their own lives and were forced to commit ritual suicide after
avenging their fallen master The philosophy of Bushido, "the Way of the
Warrior," the code of conduct that embraced the ideals of honor and
loyalty and governed the Samurai way of living The decline of the
Samurai and their transformation from rough, battle-hardened warriors
to highly educated philosopher-poets Illustrated with 125 archival prints
and photos, the nobility and grandeur of the Samurai is brilliantly
showcased in this book. Readers will enjoy immersing themselves in the
Samurai's world, as historian Jonathan Lopez-Vera traces the fascinating
story of the rise and fall of these enigmatic warriors throughout Japanese
history.
A Short History of Japan - Curtis Andressen 2002-09-01
This comprehensive, readable history of the land of the rising Sun, from
its ancient origins to its fascinating past, is an ideal introduction to Japan
for travellers, business people and students, and a compelling read for
those interested in this rich culture and fascinating history.
The Book of the Samurai - Stephen R. Turnbull 1982
Om Japans traditionsrige krigere Samuraierne, deres historie og indsats
indtil den sidste Samurai
A Brief History of the Samurai - Jonathan Clements 2013-02-07
'Clements has a knack for writing suspenseful sure-footed conflict
scenes: His recounting of the Korean invasion led by samurai and daimyo
Toyotomi Hideyoshi reads like a thriller. If you're looking for a samurai
primer, Clements' guide will keep you on the hook' Japan Times,
reviewed as part of an Essential Reading for Japanophiles series From a
leading expert in Japanese history, this is one of the first full histories of
the art and culture of the Samurai warrior. The Samurai emerged as a
warrior caste in Medieval Japan and would have a powerful influence on
the history and culture of the country from the next 500 years. Clements
also looks at the Samurai wars that tore Japan apart in the 17th and 18th
centuries and how the caste was finally demolished in the advent of the
mechanized world.
A Brief History of Japanese Civilization - Conrad Schirokauer 2006
Preface. Part I: BEGINNINGS AND FOUNDATIONS. 1. Early Japan. 2.
The Impact of Continental Civilization. Part II: ARISTOCRATS, MONKS,
AND SAMURAI. 3. The Heian Period. 4. The Kamakura Period. 5. The
Ashikaga Shogunate: Integration and Disintegration. Part III: LATE
TRADITIONAL JAPAN. 6. The Formation of a New Order. 7. The
Tokugawa Shogunate: The Middle Years. Part IV: JAPAN IN THE
MODERN WORLD. 8. Endings and Beginnings: From Tokugawa to Meiji.
9. The Emergence of Modern Japan: 1874-1894. 10. Imperial Japan
18951931. 11. Militarism and War. 12. The New Japan. Afterword.
Suggestions for Further Reading. Index.
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The Samurai - Stephen Turnbull 2013-06-17
First published in 1977, The Samurai has long since become a standard
work of reference. It continues to be the most authoritative work on
samurai life and warfare published outside Japan. Set against the
background of Japan's social and political history, the book records the
rise and rise of Japan's extraordinary warrior class from earliest times to
the culmination of their culture, prowess and skills as manifested in the
last great battle they were ever to fight - that of Osaka Castle in 1615.
A Concise History of Japan - Brett L. Walker 2015-02-26
To this day, Japan's modern ascendancy challenges many assumptions
about world history, particularly theories regarding the rise of the west
and why the modern world looks the way it does. In this engaging new
history, Brett L. Walker tackles key themes regarding Japan's
relationships with its minorities, state and economic development, and
the uses of science and medicine. The book begins by tracing the
country's early history through archaeological remains, before
proceeding to explore life in the imperial court, the rise of the samurai,
civil conflict, encounters with Europe, and the advent of modernity and
empire. Integrating the pageantry of a unique nation's history with
today's environmental concerns, Walker's vibrant and accessible new
narrative then follows Japan's ascension from the ashes of World War II
into the thriving nation of today. It is a history for our times, posing
important questions regarding how we should situate a nation's history
in an age of environmental and climatological uncertainties.
Samurai - John Man 2011-02-10
The name 'Samurai' is synonymous with the ultimate warrior. With their
elaborate armour, fierce swordsmanship and code of honour, the samurai
have become iconic figures whose influence can still be felt today . From
Kurosawa's epic Seven Samurai to the figure of Darth Vader in Star
Wars, to Manga comics and video games, the figure of the fighting
samurai still inspires us today. In John Man's new book we discover the
truth behind the legend. From his birth in the shadow of the great
volcano Sakurajima, to his glorious death by ritual suicide and
disembowelment, Saigo Takamori was the ultimate Samurai leader. His
fall brought about the end of hundreds of years of Samurai tradition and
in many ways marks the birth of modern Japan. Saigo was a man trapped
by paradox: a faithful servant to the emperor, and yet a leader of rebel
troops; a mighty Samurai warrior, and also a master of Chinese poetry.
His life, and ultimately his death, offer a window into the hundreds of
years of culture and tradition that defined the samurai.
A Brief History of China - Jonathan Clements 2019-10-29
A comprehensive, yet entertaining look at China's history through a
modern lens. For millennia, China was the largest and richest nation on
earth. Two centuries ago, however, its economy sank into a depression
from which it had not fully recovered--until now. China's modern
resurgence as the world's largest nation in terms of population and its
second-largest economy--where 800 million people have been lifted out
of poverty in the space of a few decades--is the greatest untold story of
the 21st century. A Brief History of China tells of the development of a
rich and complex civilization where the use of paper, writing, money and
gunpowder were widespread in ancient times and where silk, ceramics,
tea, metal implements and other products were produced and exported
around the globe. It examines the special conditions that allowed a single
culture to unify an entire continent spanning 10 billion square kilometers
under the rule of a single man--and the unbelievably rich artistic, literary
and architectural heritage that Chinese culture has bequeathed to the
world. Equally fascinating is the story of China's decline in the 19th and
early 20th century--as Europeans and Americans took center stage--and
its modern resurgence as an economic powerhouse in recent years. In his
retelling of a Chinese history stretching back 5,000 years, author and
China-expert Jonathan Clements focuses on the human stories which led
to the powerful transformations in Chinese society--from the unification
of China under its first emperor, Qinshi Huangdi, and the writings of the
great Chinese philosophers Confucius and Laozi, to the Mongol invasion
under Genghis Khan and the consolidation of Communist rule under Mao
Zedong. Clements even brings readers through to the present day,
outlining China's economic renaissance under Deng Xiaoping and Xi
Jinping. What really separates this book from its counterparts is the
focus on women, and modern themes such as diversity and climate
change. Chinese history is typically told through the stories of its most
famous men, but Clements' telling gives women equal time and research-which introduces readers of this book to equally important, but less
commonly-known facts and historical figures. Often seen in the West in
black or white terms--as either a savage dystopia or a fantastical
paradise--China is revealed in the book as an exceptional yet troubled
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nation that nevertheless warrants its self-description as the Middle
Kingdom.
Christ's Samurai - Jonathan Clements 2016-04-07
The sect was said to harbour dark designs to overthrow the government.
Its teachers used a dead language that was impenetrable to all but the
innermost circle of believers. Its priests preached love and kindness, but
helped local warlords acquire firearms. They encouraged believers to
cast aside their earthly allegiances and swear loyalty to a foreign god-
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emperor, before seeking paradise in terrible martyrdoms. The cult was in
open revolt, led, it was said, by a boy sorcerer. Farmers claiming to have
the blessing of an alien god had bested trained samurai in combat and
proclaimed that fires in the sky would soon bring about the end of the
world. The Shogun called old soldiers out of retirement for one last battle
before peace could be declared in Japan. For there to be an end to war,
he said, the Christians would have to die. This is a true story.
Bushido, the Soul of Japan - Inazō Nitobe 1901
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