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All-in Fighting - W. E. Fairbairn 2021-05-06
The author of this concise guide to unarmed
combat and self-defence is a legend. W. E.
Fairbairn (1885-1960) spent over thirty years in
the tough environment of the Riot Squads of
China's Shanghai Municipal Police. In order to
lower levels of Police mortality at the hands of
Chinese Tongs, he studied ancient Chinese and
Japanese martial arts, including Ju-jitsu, and was
the first foreigner to be awarded a black belt in
the discipline. He developed his own system
which he called 'Defendu'. At the outbreak of the
Second World War, he was recruited by Britain's
Special Operations Executive as an Instructor in
unarmed combat and expounded the deadly
mysteries of attack and defence to scores of
trainee agents about to be dropped into
occupied Europe. His methods were approved
and officially adopted throughout the British
army. Fairbairn also developed weapons and
defence aids such as bullet proof vests. He is
best known as the co-inventor of the famous
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Sykes-Fairbairn knife. In this book he expounds
his distilled experience of unarmed combat.
Fully illustrated, it shows how to deliver deadly
blows with hand, fist, knee and boot; wrist, bearand strangle holds (and how to break them); how
to throw an enemy, and how to break their
backs; how to disarm a pistol-wielding attacker;
and securing a prisoner. The book also contains
a chapter on the use of the rifle in close combat
by Captain P. N. Walbridge.
Gubbins and SOE - Peter Wilkinson 1997
This is the first biography of General Colin
Gubbins, the man in charge of SOE during World
War Two, who by the nature of his profession
was destined to live his life in the shadows.
When Hitler Took Cocaine and Lenin Lost His
Brain - Giles Milton 2016-01-05
Originally published under the titles: When
Hitler took cocaine and When Linin lost his
brain.
Soldier, Sailor, Frogman, Spy, Airman,
Gangster, Kill or Die - Giles Milton 2019-03-12
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A ground-breaking account of the first 24 hours
of the D-Day invasion told by a symphony of
incredible accounts of unknown and unheralded
members of the Allied – and Axis – forces.
Seventy-five years have passed since D-Day, the
greatest seaborne invasion in history. The
outcome of the Second World War hung in the
balance on that chill June morning. If Allied
forces succeeded in gaining a foothold in
northern France, the road to victory would be
open. But if the Allies could be driven back into
the sea, the invasion would be stalled for years,
perhaps forever. An epic battle that involved
156,000 men, 7,000 ships and 20,000 armoured
vehicles, the desperate struggle that unfolded on
6 June 1944 was, above all, a story of individual
heroics – of men who were driven to keep
fighting until the German defences were
smashed and the precarious beachheads
secured. This authentic human story – Allied,
German, French – has never fully been told.
Giles Milton’s bold new history narrates the
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day’s events through the tales of survivors from
all sides: the teenage Allied conscript, the crack
German defender, the French resistance fighter.
From the military architects at Supreme
Headquarters to the young schoolboy in the
Wehrmacht’s bunkers, Soldier, Sailor, Frogman,
Spy, Airman, Gangster, Kill or Die lays bare the
absolute terror of those trapped in the front line
of Operation Overlord. It also gives voice to
those who have hitherto remained unheard – the
French butcher’s daughter, the Panzer
Commander’s wife, the chauffeur to the General
Staff. This vast canvas of human bravado reveals
‘the longest day’ as never before – less as a
masterpiece of strategic planning than a day on
which thousands of scared young men found
themselves staring death in the face. It is drawn
in its entirety from the raw, unvarnished
experiences of those who were there.
Call Me Gorgeous - Giles Milton 2022-04-05
Call Me Gorgeous is a fun, stylish book about a
very, very strange creature. It has a porcupine's
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spines and a crocodile's teeth, a chameleon's
tail, and a cockerel's feet. What on earth could it
be? Uncover this mysterious and fabulous beast
through Alexandra Milton's stunning collage.
Behind Enemy Lines - Richard Bath
2011-01-11
With three Military Crosses, three Croix de
guerre, a Légion d'honneur and a papal
knighthood for his heroics during the Second
World War, Sir Tommy Macpherson is the most
decorated living soldier of the British Army. Yet
for 65 years the Highlander's story has remained
untold. Few know how, aged 21, he persuaded
23,000 SS soldiers of the feared Das Reich tank
column to surrender, or how Tommy almost
single-handedly stopped Tito's Yugoslavia
annexing the whole of north-east Italy. Twice
captured, he escaped both times, marching
through hundreds of miles of German-held
territory to get home. Still a schoolboy when war
broke out, Tommy quickly matured into a
legendary commando, and his remarkable story
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features a dizzyingly diverse cast of characters,
including Winston Churchill, Field Marshal
Montgomery and Charles de Gaulle.
Nathaniel's Nutmeg - Giles Milton 2014-06-10
A true tale of high adventure in the South Seas.
The tiny island of Run is an insignificant speck in
the Indonesian archipelago. Just two miles long
and half a mile wide, it is remote, tranquil, and,
these days, largely ignored. Yet 370 years ago,
Run's harvest of nutmeg (a pound of which
yielded a 3,200 percent profit by the time it
arrived in England) turned it into the most
lucrative of the Spice Islands, precipitating a
battle between the all-powerful Dutch East India
Company and the British Crown. The outcome of
the fighting was one of the most spectacular
deals in history: Britain ceded Run to Holland
but in return was given Manhattan. This led not
only to the birth of New York but also to the
beginning of the British Empire. Such a deal was
due to the persistence of one man. Nathaniel
Courthope and his small band of adventurers
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were sent to Run in October 1616, and for four
years held off the massive Dutch navy.
Nathaniel's Nutmeg centers on the remarkable
showdown between Courthope and the Dutch
Governor General Jan Coen, and the brutal fate
of the mariners racing to Run--and the other
corners of the globe--to reap the huge profits of
the spice trade. Written with the flair of a
historical sea novel but based on rigorous
research, Giles Milton's Nathaniel's Nutmeg is a
brilliant adventure story by Giles Milton, a
writer who has been hailed as the "new Bruce
Chatwin" (Mail on Sunday).
Churchill's Secret Warriors - Damien Lewis
2014-10-02
One of the most remarkable stories in the history
of Special Forces' operations - Daily Express In
the bleak moments after defeat on mainland
Europe in winter 1939, Winston Churchill knew
that Britain had to strike back hard. So Britain's
wartime leader called for the lightning
development of a completely new kind of
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warfare, recruiting a band of eccentric freethinking warriors to become the first 'deniable'
secret operatives to strike behind enemy lines,
offering these volunteers nothing but the
potential for glory and all-but-certain death.
Churchill's Secret Warriors tells the story of the
daring victories for this small force of 'freelance
pirates', undertaking devastatingly effective
missions against the Nazis, often dressed in
enemy uniforms and with enemy kit, breaking all
previously held rules of warfare. Master
storyteller Damien Lewis brings the adventures
of the secret unit to life, weaving together the
stories of the soldiers' brotherhood in this
compelling narrative, from the unit's earliest
missions to the death of their leader just weeks
before the end of the war.
White Gold - Giles Milton 2006-06-13
The true story of white European slaves in
eighteenth century Algiers, Tunis, and Morocco
In the summer of 1716, a Cornish cabin boy
named Thomas Pellow and fifty-one of his
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comrades were captured at sea by the Barbary
corsairs. Their captors--Ali Hakem and his
network of Islamic slave traders--had declared
war on the whole of Christendom. France, Spain,
England and Italy had suffered a series of
devastating attacks. Thousands of Europeans
had been snatched from their homes and taken
in chains to the great slave markets of Algiers,
Tunis and Salé in Morocco. Pellow and his
shipmates were bought by the tyrannical sultan
of Morocco, Moulay Ismail, who was
constructing an imperial palace of such scale
and grandeur that it would surpass every other
building in the world, a palace built entirely by
Christian slave labor. Resourceful, resilient, and
quick-thinking, Pellow was selected by Moulay
Ismail for special treatment, and was one of the
fortunate few who survived to tell his tale. An
extraordinary and shocking story, drawn from
unpublished letters and manuscripts written by
slaves and by the padres and ambassadors sent
to free them, White Gold reveals a disturbing
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and long forgotten chapter of history.
The Perfect Corpse - Giles Milton 2014-09-02
When the frozen corpse of Ferris Clark is found
in the Greenland ice, forensic archaeologist Jack
Raven is hired to investigate. He is suspicious
from the outset. The corpse is not only naked,
but in an absolutely pristine state. As Jack
unravels the mystery of Ferris Clark's final
hours, he uncovers a dark and terrible past. He
also finds himself caught in a race against time.
There is a murderer on the loose and Jack alone
can stop the killings. But first he must solve the
greatest riddle of all. How did Ferris Clark die?
And why? WHEN THE PRESENT IS AS
CHILLING AS THE PAST Frankenstein meets
Fatherland in the debut thriller by
internationally bestselling author, Giles Milton.
Churchill's Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare Giles Milton 2017-02-07
"Originally published in Great Britain as The
Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare by John
Murray (Publishers)"--Title page verso.
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Strange and Obscure Stories of World War II Don Aines 2020-10-06
Here are overlooked or forgotten tales from the
world's greatest conflict. These are stories of
courage, daring, and stupidity, some of which
would challenge the imaginations of Hollywood
scriptwriters. Some of the many true tales that
author Donald Aines recounts include: • He
would never be cast as a dashing war hero, but a
cast member of "The Addams Family" television
show volunteered for one of the most dangerous
jobs the Army Air Force had to offer. • The US
Navy's deadliest submarine claimed an
unexpected victim with its last torpedo, and led
to one of the war's most harrowing tales of
survival. • Bob Hoover's escape from a German
stalag would have made a great movie. • British
commando "Mad Jack" Churchill earned his
nickname, arming himself to fight a 20th century
war with a 15th century attitude and weapons. •
The Germans and Japanese wasted precious
resources developing weapons more dangerous
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

to the users than their enemies. • The GI who
stole the voices of his victims, and other Allied
and Axis serial killers. Within the pages of
Strange and Obscure Stories of World War II,the
reality of war trumps fiction.
Surprise, Kill, Vanish - Annie Jacobsen
2019-05-14
From Pulitzer Prize finalist Annie Jacobsen, the
untold USA Today bestselling story of the CIA's
secret paramilitary units. Surprise . . . your
target. Kill . . . your enemy. Vanish . . . without a
trace. When diplomacy fails, and war is unwise,
the president calls on the CIA's Special Activities
Division, a highly-classified branch of the CIA
and the most effective, black operations force in
the world. Originally known as the president's
guerrilla warfare corps, SAD conducts risky and
ruthless operations that have evolved over time
to defend America from its enemies. Almost
every American president since World War II has
asked the CIA to conduct sabotage, subversion
and, yes, assassination. With unprecedented
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access to forty-two men and women who proudly
and secretly worked on CIA covert operations
from the dawn of the Cold War to the present
day, along with declassified documents and deep
historical research, Pulitzer Prize finalist Annie
Jacobsen unveils -- like never before -- a complex
world of individuals working in treacherous
environments populated with killers, connivers,
and saboteurs. Despite Hollywood notions of offbook operations and external secret hires, covert
action is actually one piece in a colossal foreign
policy machine. Written with the pacing of a
thriller, Surprise, Kill, Vanish brings to vivid life
the sheer pandemonium and chaos, as well as
the unforgettable human will to survive and the
intellectual challenge of not giving up hope that
define paramilitary and intelligence work.
Jacobsen's exclusive interviews -- with members
of the CIA's Senior Intelligence Service
(equivalent to the Pentagon's generals), its
counterterrorism chiefs, targeting officers, and
Special Activities Division's Ground Branch
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operators who conduct today's close-quarters
killing operations around the world -- reveal, for
the first time, the enormity of this shocking,
controversial, and morally complex terrain. Is
the CIA's paramilitary army America's
weaponized strength, or a liability to its
principled standing in the world? Every
operation reported in this book, however
unsettling, is legal.
Winston Churchill - Hourly History 2017-05-03
Winston Churchill The man that the world knows
as Winston Churchill looms large on the stage of
world history. Like some sort of colossus from
antiquity, Churchill strides between two major
epochs in the world, one foot planted in the
glory days of the British Empire when the sun
never set on history's largest known
conglomeration of imperial holdings and the
other planted firmly in the aftermath of World
War Two, and a post-war order that saw that
empire collapse, with Britain barely hanging on
to its own sovereignty in the wake. Inside you
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will read about... ✓ Love and War ✓ Courting the
Americans ✓ The Allies Show their Teeth ✓
Preparing for the Post-war World ✓ Wrestling
the Reins of Power ✓ Churchill's Hiatus ✓ The
End of an Empire And much more!With the Iron
Curtain descending over Europe, Churchill was
the first to raise the alarm bell that signaled the
start of the Cold War. Churchill was a master at
the helm, navigating his country and to a much
larger extent the world through some of its
darkest hours, even while he battled some of his
own personal demons of depression and doubt.
Follow along as Churchill guides us through
uncharted and uncertain waters through the
sheer power of his own pugnacious pizzazz.
Samurai William - Giles Milton 2003-01-18
An eye-opening account of the first encounter
between England and Japan, by the acclaimed
author of Nathaniel's Nutmeg In 1611, the
merchants of London's East India Company
received a mysterious letter from Japan, written
several years previously by a marooned English
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

mariner named William Adams. Foreigners had
been denied access to Japan for centuries, yet
Adams had been living in this unknown land for
years. He had risen to the highest levels in the
ruling shogun's court, taken a Japanese name,
and was now offering his services as adviser and
interpreter. Seven adventurers were sent to
Japan with orders to find and befriend Adams, in
the belief that he held the key to exploiting the
opulent riches of this forbidden land. Their
arrival was to prove a momentous event in the
history of Japan and the shogun suddenly found
himself facing a stark choice: to expel the
foreigners and continue with his policy of
isolation, or to open his country to the world.
For more than a decade the English, helped by
Adams, were to attempt trade with the shogun,
but confounded by a culture so different from
their own, and hounded by scheming Jesuit
monks and fearsome Dutch assassins, they found
themselves in a desperate battle for their lives.
Samurai William is the fascinating story of a
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clash of two cultures, and of the enormous
impact one Westerner had on the opening of the
East.
SOE's Mastermind - Brian Lett 2016-09-30
For those with even a passing interest in the
Second World War, the name Colin Gubbins is
synonymous with the Special Operations
Executive (SOE). This is not surprising as from
its creation in late 1940 at Prime Minister
Winston Churchills command to set Europe
ablaze, Gubbins was the driving force behind
SOE. Over the next four years as, first,
Operations and Training Director (codename M)
and, from 1943, its Commander (CD) he
masterminded every aspect of its worldwide
covert operations.Remarkably this is the first full
biography of the man whose contribution to
victory ranks in the premier league. The Authors
research and access to family archives reveal the
experiences in The Great War and later in
Russia, Ireland, Poland and as Head of British
Resistance that made Gubbins such a pivotal and
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influential wartime figure.The result is a
fascinating biography that reveals as much
about SOEs extraordinary activities as it does
about the man who inspired and commanded
them.
Fascinating Footnotes from History - Giles
Milton 2016-09-08
'Giles Milton is a man who can take an event
from history and make it come alive . . . an
inspiration for those of us who believe that
history can be exciting and entertaining'
Matthew Redhead, The Times Did you know that
Hitler took cocaine? That Stalin robbed a bank?
That Charlie Chaplin's corpse was filched and
held to ransom? Giles Milton is a master of
historical narrative: in his characteristically
engaging prose, Fascinating Footnotes From
History details one hundred of the quirkiest
historical nuggets; eye-stretching stories that
read like fiction but are one hundred per cent
fact. There is Hiroo Onoda, the lone Japanese
soldier still fighting the Second World War in
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1974; Agatha Christie, who mysteriously
disappeared for eleven days in 1926; and
Werner Franz, a cabin boy on the Hindenburg
who lived to tell the tale when it was engulfed in
flames in 1937. Fascinating Footnotes From
History also answers who ate the last dodo, who
really killed Rasputin and why Sergeant Stubby
had four legs. Peopled with a gallery of spies,
rogues, cannibals, adventurers and slaves, and
spanning twenty centuries and six continents,
Giles Milton's impeccably researched footnotes
shed light on some of the most infamous stories
and most flamboyant and colourful characters
(and animals) from history.
When Churchill Slaughtered Sheep and Stalin
Robbed a Bank - Giles Milton 2016-11-01
More addictive and mind-blowing true tales from
history, told by Giles Milton—one of today’s most
entertaining and accessible yet always
intelligent and illuminating historians In When
Churchill Slaughtered Sheep and Stalin Robbed
a Bank, the second installment in his
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outrageously entertaining series, History’s
Unknown Chapters, Giles Milton shows his
customary historical flair as he delves into the
little-known stories from history, like when
Stalin was actually assassinated with poison by
one of his inner circle; the Russian scientist,
dubbed the “Red Frankenstein,” who attempted
to produce a human-ape hybrid through ethically
dubious means; the family who survived thirtyeight days at sea with almost no water or
supplies after their ship was destroyed by a
killer whale; or the plot that served as a
template for 9/11 in which four Algerian
terrorists attempted to hijack a plane and fly it
into the Eiffel Tower.
Churchill's War Lab - Taylor Downing
2011-06-02
Indefatigable patriot, seasoned soldier,
incomparable orator, and, with Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, leader of men --Winston Churchill's
greatness in the allies' triumphant victory in
World War ii is undisputed. yet, of his many
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unique qualities, Churchill's enduring legacy is
attributable at least in equal part to his
unshakeable fascination for the science of war.
Churchill's War Lab reveals how Churchill's
passion for military history, his inimitable
leadership style, and his dedicated support of
radical ideas would lead to new technologies and
tactics that would enable an allied victory. no
war generated more incredible theories,
technical advances, and scientific leaps. from
the development of radar and the decoding
brilliance of Bletchley Park to the study of the DDay beaches and the use of bouncing bombs,
Churchill's War Lab is an exciting new take on
Churchill as a complex, powerful, and inventive
war leader.
SOE in the Low Countries - Michael Richard
Daniel Foot 2001
William Mackenzie’s in-house history of the
Special Operations Executive made no secret of
the disaster in Holland, long notorious in the
secret world as well as in the news media, but
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entered into few details. The full story is now set
out, from SOE’s surviving archives, by a leading
expert on the subject, whose ground-breaking
SOE in France first appeared 35 years ago. This
book tells a series of harrowing stories of
confusion, ineptitude, blundering, and courage,
placing the minute details in their proper
contexts of strategy and history. It also provides
the first authoritative account of precisely what
happened in a classic case of counter-espionage.
D-Day - Giles Milton 2019-05-02
'Compellingly authentic, revelatory and
beautifully written. A gripping tour de force'
Damien Lewis Almost seventy-five years have
passed since D-Day, the day of the greatest
seaborne invasion in history. The outcome of the
Second World War hung in the balance on that
chill June morning. If Allied forces succeeded in
gaining a foothold in northern France, the road
to victory would be open. But if the Allies could
be driven back into the sea, the invasion would
be stalled for years, perhaps forever. An epic
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battle that involved 156,000 men, 7,000 ships
and 20,000 armoured vehicles, the desperate
struggle that unfolded on 6 June 1944 was,
above all, a story of individual heroics - of men
who were driven to keep fighting until the
German defences were smashed and the
precarious beachheads secured. Their authentic
human story - Allied, German, French - has
never fully been told. Giles Milton's bold new
history narrates the day's events through the
tales of survivors from all sides: the teenage
Allied conscript, the crack German defender, the
French resistance fighter. From the military
architects at Supreme Headquarters to the
young schoolboy in the Wehrmacht's bunkers, DDay: The Soldiers' Story lays bare the absolute
terror of those trapped in the frontline of
Operation Overlord. It also gives voice to those
hitherto unheard - the French butcher's
daughter, the Panzer Commander's wife, the
chauffeur to the General Staff. This vast canvas
of human bravado reveals 'the longest day' as
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

never before - less as a masterpiece of strategic
planning than a day on which thousands of
scared young men found themselves staring
death in the face. It is drawn in its entirety from
the raw, unvarnished experiences of those who
were there.
Ortona - Mark Zuehlke 2009-07-01
A masterful retelling one of the major victories
of Canadian troops over the German army’s elite
division during WWII. In one blood-soaked,
furious week of fighting, from December 20 to
December 27, 1943, the 1st Canadian Infantry
Division took the town of Ortona, Italy, from elite
German paratroopers ordered to hold the
medieval port town at all costs. Infantrymen
serving in the Loyal Edmonton Regiment and the
Seaforth Highlanders, supported by tankers of
the Three Rivers Regiment, moved from house to
house in hand-to-hand combat amid heavy
shelling and wrested the town from the grip of
the fierce German defenders. Getting into
Ortona had been a battle of its own. Ortona, the
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pearl of the Adriatic, stands on a promontory
impregnable from three sides, with seacliffs on
the north and east, and a deep ravine on the
west. The Canadian infantrymen, drawn from
virtually every corner of Canada, attacked from
the south under the command of Major-General
Chris Vokes, fighting across narrow gullies,
mud-choked vineyards and olive groves, into the
narrow streets of Ortona itself. When the vicious
battle was over, 2605 Canadians were dead or
wounded. But the town that had become known
as "Little Stalingrad" was now in Allied hands.
Russian Roulette - Giles Milton 2015-03-10
Recounts the extraordinary and thrilling story of
the British spies in revolutionary Russia, led by
Mansfield Cumming, who would one day pioneer
the field of covert action and become MI6, and
their mission to foil Lenin's plot for global
revolution. 40,000 first printing.
The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare Giles Milton 2016-06-30
Six gentlemen, one goal - the destruction of
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

Hitler's war machine In the spring of 1939, a top
secret organisation was founded in London: its
purpose was to plot the destruction of Hitler's
war machine through spectacular acts of
sabotage. The guerrilla campaign that followed
was to prove every bit as extraordinary as the six
gentlemen who directed it. Winston Churchill
selected them because they were wildly creative
and thoroughly ungentlemanly. One of them,
Cecil Clarke, was a maverick engineer who had
spent the 1930s inventing futuristic caravans.
Now, his talents were put to more devious use:
he built the dirty bomb used to assassinate
Hitler's favourite, Reinhard Heydrich. Another
member of the team, William Fairbairn, was a
portly pensioner with an unusual passion: he
was the world's leading expert in silent killing.
He was hired to train the guerrillas being
parachuted behind enemy lines. Led by dapper
Scotsman Colin Gubbins, these men - along with
three others - formed a secret inner circle that
planned the most audacious sabotage attacks of
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the Second World War. Winston Churchill called
it his Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare. The
six 'ministers', aided by a group of formidable
ladies, were so effective that they singlehandedly changed the course of the war. Told
with Giles Milton's trademark verve and eye for
detail, The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare is
thoroughly researched and based on hitherto
unknown archival material. It is a gripping and
vivid narrative of adventure and derring-do and
is also, perhaps, the last great untold story of the
Second World War.
Trials in Burma - Maurice Collis 2015-05-21
"This is an unpretentious book, but it brings out
with unusual clearness the dilemma that faces
every official in an empire like our own." George
Orwell Trials in Burma recounts Maurice Collis'
experiences as a district magistrate in Rangoon
in the late 1920s. The book recounts his gradual
realisation that far from administering an
impartial system of justice, he is expected to
protect British interests. In a cool dispassionate
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style, Collis describes how, by choosing integrity
over career, he eventually loses his job. "A
brilliant, direct and extraordinarily vivid account
of this troubled period...a masterly survey of the
Burmese scene." Daily Mail
The Secret Ministry of Ag. & Fish - Noreen Riols
2013-08-29
‘My mother thought I was working for the
Ministry of Ag. and Fish.’ So begins Noreen
Riols’ compelling memoir of her time as a
member of Churchill’s ‘secret army’, the Special
Operations Executive. It was 1943, just before
her eighteenth birthday, Noreen received her
call-up papers, and was faced with either
working in a munitions factory or joining the
Wrens. A typically fashion-conscious young
woman, even in wartime, Noreen opted for the
Wrens - they had better hats. But when one of
her interviewers realized she spoke fluent
French, she was directed to a government
building on Baker Street. It was SOE
headquarters, where she was immediately
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recruited into F-Section, led by Colonel Maurice
Buckmaster. From then until the end of the war,
Noreen worked with Buckmaster and her fellow
operatives to support the French Resistance
fighting for the Allied cause. Sworn to secrecy,
Noreen told no one that she spent her days
meeting agents returning from behind enemy
lines, acting as a decoy, passing on messages in
tea rooms and picking up codes in crossword
puzzles. Vivid, witty, insightful and often
moving, this is the story of one young woman’s
secret war, offering readers an authentic and
compelling insight into what really went on in
Churchill’s ‘secret army’ from one of its last
surviving members.
Churchill and Empire: A Portrait of an
Imperialist - Lawrence James 2014-06-15
An illuminating and often surprising new
biography of Churchill, focusing on his
contradictory relationship with the British
Empire. One of our finest narrative historians,
Lawrence James has written a genuinely new
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

biography of Winston Churchill, one focusing
solely on his relationship with the British
Empire. As a young army officer in the late
nineteenth century serving in conflicts in India,
South Africa, and the Sudan, his attitude toward
the Empire was the Victorian paternalistic
approach—at once responsible and superior.
Conscious even then of his political career
ahead, Churchill found himself reluctantly
supporting British atrocities and held what many
would regard today as prejudiced views, in that
he felt that some nationalities were superior to
others, his (some might say obsequious)
relationship with America reflected that view.
This outmoded attitude was one of the reasons
the British voters rejected him after a Second
World War in which he had led the country
brilliantly. His attitude remained decidedly oldfashioned in a world that was shaping up very
differently. This ground-breaking volume reveals
the many facets of Churchill’s personality: a
visionary leader with a truly Victorian attitude
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toward the British Empire.
Churchill's Ministry of Ungentlemanly
Warfare - Giles Milton 2016-06-30
'A magnificent story, brilliantly told. Read it!'
Anthony Horowitz Six gentlemen, one goal - the
destruction of Hitler's war machine In the spring
of 1939, a top secret organisation was founded
in London: its purpose was to plot the
destruction of Hitler's war machine through
spectacular acts of sabotage. The guerrilla
campaign that followed was to prove every bit as
extraordinary as the six gentlemen who directed
it. Winston Churchill selected them because they
were wildly creative and thoroughly
ungentlemanly. One of them, Cecil Clarke, was a
maverick engineer who had spent the 1930s
inventing futuristic caravans. Now, his talents
were put to more devious use: he built the dirty
bomb used to assassinate Hitler's favourite,
Reinhard Heydrich. Another member of the
team, William Fairbairn, was a portly pensioner
with an unusual passion: he was the world's
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

leading expert in silent killing. He was hired to
train the guerrillas being parachuted behind
enemy lines. Led by dapper Scotsman Colin
Gubbins, these men - along with three others formed a secret inner circle that planned the
most audacious sabotage attacks of the Second
World War. Winston Churchill called it his
Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare. The six
'ministers', aided by a group of formidable
ladies, were so effective that they singlehandedly changed the course of the war. Told
with Giles Milton's trademark verve and eye for
detail, Churchill's Ministry of Ungentlemanly
Warfare is thoroughly researched and based on
hitherto unknown archival material. It is a
gripping and vivid narrative of adventure and
derring-do and is also, perhaps, the last great
untold story of the Second World War.
Previously published in hardback as The
Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare.
The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare Damien Lewis 2015-09-08
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From the award-winning historian, war reporter,
and author Damien Lewis (Zero Six Bravo, Judy)
comes the incredible true story of the top-secret
"butcher-and-bolt" black ops units Prime
Minister Winston Churchill assigned the task of
stopping the unstoppable German war machine.
Criminals, rogues, and survivalists, the brutal
tactics and grit of these "deniables" would define
a military unit the likes of which the world had
never seen. When France fell to the Nazis in
spring 1940, Churchill declared that Britain
would resist the advance of the German army-alone if necessary. Churchill commanded the
Special Operations Executive to secretly develop
of a very special kind of military unit that would
operate on their own initiative deep behind
enemy lines. The units would be licensed to kill,
fully deniable by the British government, and a
ruthless force to meet the advancing Germans.
The very first of these "butcher-and-bolt" units-the innocuously named Maid Honour Force--was
led by Gus March-Phillipps, a wild British
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

eccentric of high birth, and an aristocratic,
handsome, and bloodthirsty young Danish
warrior, Anders Lassen. Amped up on
amphetamines, these assorted renegades and
sociopaths undertook the very first of Churchill's
special operations--a top-secret, high-stakes
mission to seize Nazi shipping in the far-distant
port of Fernando Po, in West Africa. Though few
of these early desperadoes survived WWII, they
took part in a series of fascinating, daring
missions that changed the course of the war. It
was the first stirrings of the modern special-ops
team, and all of the men involved would be
declared war heroes when it was all over. The
Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare focuses on a
dozen of these extraordinary men, weaving their
stories of brotherhood, comradely, and elite
soldiering into a gripping narrative yarn, from
the earliest missions to Anders Lassen's tragic
death, just weeks before the end of the war.
Winston Churchill Reporting - Simon Read
2015-10-13
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Combat, cigars, and whiskeyÑfrom the jungles
of Cuba and the mountains of the Northwest
Frontier, to the banks of the Nile and the plains
of South Africa, comes this action-packed tale of
Winston ChurchillÕs adventures as a war
correspondent in the Age of Empire.
A Genius for Deception - Nicholas Rankin
2009-11-10
In February 1942, intelligence officer Victor
Jones erected 150 tents behind British lines in
North Africa. "Hiding tanks in Bedouin tents was
an old British trick," writes Nicholas Rankin.
German general Erwin Rommel not only knew of
the ploy, but had copied it himself. Jones knew
that Rommel knew. In fact, he counted on it--for
these tents were empty. With the deception that
he was carrying out a deception, Jones made a
weak point look like a trap. In A Genius for
Deception, Nicholas Rankin offers a lively and
comprehensive history of how Britain bluffed,
tricked, and spied its way to victory in two world
wars. As Rankin shows, a coherent program of
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

strategic deception emerged in World War I,
resting on the pillars of camouflage,
propaganda, secret intelligence, and special
forces. All forms of deception found an avid
sponsor in Winston Churchill, who carried his
enthusiasm for deceiving the enemy into World
War II. Rankin vividly recounts such little-known
episodes as the invention of camouflage by two
French artist-soldiers, the creation of dummy
airfields for the Germans to bomb during the
Blitz, and the fabrication of an army that would
supposedly invade Greece. Strategic deception
would be key to a number of WWII battles,
culminating in the massive misdirection that
proved critical to the success of the D-Day
invasion in 1944. Deeply researched and written
with an eye for telling detail, A Genius for
Deception shows how the British used craft and
cunning to help win the most devastating wars
in human history.
Nathaniel's Nutmeg - Giles Milton 1999
In 1616, an English adventurer, Nathaniel
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Courthope, stepped ashore on a remote island in
the East Indies on a secret mission - to persuade
the islanders of Run to grant a monopoly to
England over their nutmeg, a fabulously
valuable spice in Europe. This infuriated the
Dutch, who were determined to control the
world's nutmeg supply. For five years Courthope
and his band of thirty men were besieged by a
force one hundred times greater - and his
heroism set in motion the events that led to the
founding of the greatest city on earth. A
beautifully told adventure story and a
fascinating depiction of exploration in the
seventeenth century, NATHANIEL'S NUTMEG
sheds a remarkable light on history.
Churchill's Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare Giles Milton 2017-02-07
Six gentlemen, one goal: the destruction of
Hitler's war machine In the spring of 1939, a
top-secret organization was founded in London:
its purpose was to plot the destruction of Hitler's
war machine through spectacular acts of
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

sabotage. The guerrilla campaign that followed
was every bit as extraordinary as the six men
who directed it. One of them, Cecil Clarke, was a
maverick engineer who had spent the 1930s
inventing futuristic caravans. Now, his talents
were put to more devious use: he built the dirty
bomb used to assassinate Hitler's favorite,
Reinhard Heydrich. Another, William Fairbairn,
was a portly pensioner with an unusual passion:
he was the world's leading expert in silent
killing, hired to train the guerrillas being
parachuted behind enemy lines. Led by dapper
Scotsman Colin Gubbins, these men—along with
three others—formed a secret inner circle that,
aided by a group of formidable ladies, singlehandedly changed the course Second World
War: a cohort hand-picked by Winston Churchill,
whom he called his Ministry of Ungentlemanly
Warfare. Giles Milton's Churchill's Ministry of
Ungentlemanly Warfare is a gripping and vivid
narrative of adventure and derring-do that is
also, perhaps, the last great untold story of the
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Second World War.
Russian Roulette - Giles Milton 2014
'It reads like fiction, but it is, astonishingly,
history' THE TIMES IN 1917, AN ECCENTRIC
BAND OF BRITISH SPIES IS SMUGGLED INTO
NEWLY SOVIET RUSSIA. Their goal is to defeat
Lenin's plan to destroy British India and bring
down the democracies of the West. These
extraordinary spies, led by Mansfield Cumming,
proved brilliantly successful. They found a
wholly new way to deal with enemies, one that
relied on espionage and dirty tricks rather than
warfare. They were the unsung founders of
today's modern, highly professional secret
services. They were also the inspiration for
fictional heroes to follow, from James Bond to
James Bond. 'Readers will find themselves as
gripped as they would be by the very best of
Fleming or le Carré' SUNDAY TIMES
'Marvellous, meticulously researched and truly
groundbreaking' SIMON WINCHESTER
Edward Trencom's Nose - Giles Milton
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

2007-04-17
Situated on London's Foster Lane, there is a
quintessentially Georgian, redbrick house with a
green door bearing the sign trencoms, 1662. It's
the home of the Trencom family's cheese store, a
generational establishment begun by Humphrey
Trencom that now, 303 years later, is run by
Edward Trencom. Quaint though it may seem, it
bears witness to a strange occurrence of
"accidents" that seem to befall every generation
of the curd-loving family.... Edward Trencom has
bumbled through life, relying on his trusty nose
to turn the family cheese shop into the most
celebrated fromagerie in England. This was no
ordinary nose, but one long, aquiline, and
furnishing the trademark circular bump over the
bridge---the very same nose bestowed on all the
Trencom men. It was extraordinary, able to
discern the composition, maturity, and quality of
cheese---and the Trencom noses had sniffed,
whiffed, and judged the very best cheeses of the
world. But on an ordinary day, Edward's world is
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turned upside down when he stumbles across a
crate of family papers. To his horror, he
discovers that nine previous generations of his
family have come to sticky ends because of their
noses. When he investigates---despite his
grandfather's caveat never to look into the origin
of his nose---Edward finds himself caught up in a
Byzantine riddle to which there is no obvious
answer. And like his ill-fated ancestors, he is
hunted down by rival forces whose identity and
purpose remain a total mystery. Trapped
between the mad, the bad, and a cheese to die
for, Edward Trencom's nose must make a choice--and for the last nine generations it has made
the catastrophically wrong decision. Giles
Milton's deliciously comic debut novel is a
mouthwatering blend of Tom Sharpe and P. G.
Wodehouse. From the noble Roquefort to the
piquant Èpoisses, every page is permeated by
the pungent odor of cheese. Praise for Giles
Milton "He has a rare ability---a talent for sifting
fine pearls from faraway sands and for
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

transmuting the merely arcane into little literary
gems." ---Simon Winchester, The Boston Globe
"Milton spins a fascinating tale. . . . Exuberantly
eccentric characters stride the pages."---Time
magazine on Nathaniel's Nutmeg "In an
exceptionally pungent, amusing, and accessible
historical account, Giles Milton brings readers
right into the midst of these colonists and their
daunting American adventure."--- Janet Maslin,
The New York Times, on Big Chief Elizabeth
Checkmate in Berlin - Giles Milton 2021-07-13
From a master of popular history, the lively,
immersive story of the race to seize Berlin in the
aftermath of World War II as it’s never been told
before BERLIN’S FATE WAS SEALED AT THE
1945 YALTA CONFERENCE: the city, along with
the rest of Germany, was to be carved up among
the victorious powers— the United States,
Britain, France, and the Soviet Union. On paper,
it seemed a pragmatic solution. In reality, once
the four powers were no longer united by the
common purpose of defeating Germany, they
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wasted little time reverting to their prewar
hostility toward—and suspicion of—one another.
The veneer of civility between the Western allies
and the Soviets was to break down in
spectacular fashion in Berlin. Rival systems, rival
ideologies, and rival personalities ensured that
the German capital became an explosive
battleground. The warring leaders who ran
Berlin’s four sectors were charismatic, mercurial
men, and Giles Milton brings them all to rich and
thrilling life here. We meet unforgettable
individuals like America’s explosive Frank
“Howlin’ Mad” Howley, a brusque sharp-tongued
colonel with a relish for mischief and a loathing
for all Russians. Appointed commandant of the
city’s American sector, Howley fought an
intensely personal battle against his wily
nemesis, General Alexander Kotikov,
commandant of the Soviet sector. Kotikov oozed
charm as he proposed vodka toasts at his
alcohol-fueled parties, but Howley correctly
suspected his Soviet rival was Stalin’s agent,
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

appointed to evict the Western allies from Berlin
and ultimately from Germany as well.
Throughout, Checkmate in Berlin recounts the
first battle of the Cold War as we’ve never
before seen it. An exhilarating tale of intense
rivalry and raw power, it is above all a story of
flawed individuals who were determined to win,
and Milton does a masterful job of weaving
between all the key players’ motivations and
thinking at every turn. A story of unprecedented
human drama, it’s one that had a profound, and
often underestimated, shaping force on the
modern world – one that’s still felt today.
Soldier Dogs - Maria Goodavage 2012-12-31
A leading reporter offers a tour of military
working dogs' extraordinary training, heroic
accomplishments, and the lasting impacts they
have on those who work with them. People all
over the world have been riveted by the story of
Cairo, the Belgian Malinois who was a part of
the Navy SEAL team that led the raid on Osama
bin Laden's compound. A dog's natural
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intelligence, physical abilities, and pure loyalty
contribute more to our military efforts than ever
before. You don't have to be a dog lover to be
fascinated by the idea that a dog-the cousin of
that furry guy begging for scraps under your
table-could be one of the heroes who helped
execute the most vital and high-tech military
mission of the new millennium. Now Maria
Goodavage, editor and featured writer for one of
the world's most widely read dog blogs, tells
heartwarming stories of modern soldier dogs
and the amazing bonds that develop between
them and their handlers. Beyond tales of
training, operations, retirement, and adoption
into the families of fallen soldiers, Goodavage
talks to leading dog-cognition experts about why
dogs like nothing more than to be on a mission
with a handler they trust, no matter how deadly
the IEDs they are sniffing, nor how far they must
parachute or rappel from aircraft into enemy
territory. "Military working dogs live for love
and praise from their handlers," says Ron Aiello,
churchills-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-the-mavericks-who-plotted-hitlers-defeat

president of the United States War Dogs
Association and a former marine scout dog
handler. "The work is all a big game, and then
they get that pet, that praise. They would do
anything for their handler." This is an
unprecedented window into the world of these
adventurous, loving warriors.
Winston Churchill's Toyshop - Stuart MacRae
2010-02-15
The story of Churchill's personal weapons
development department, staffed by ingenious
boffins, who developed numerous innovative
weapons that helped win the war.
The Boy Who Went to War - Giles Milton
2011-10-11
A powerful and true story of warfare and human
survival that exposes a side of World War II that
is unknown by many— this is the story of
Wolfram Aïchele, a boy whose childhood was
stolen by a war in which he had no choice but to
fight. Giles Milton has been a writer and
historian for many years, writing about people
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and places that history has forgotten. But it took
his young daughter's depiction of a swastika on
an imaginary family shield - the swastika
representing Germany - for Giles to uncover the
incredible, dark story of his own family and his
father-in-law's life under Hitler's regime. As
German citizens during World War II, Wolfram
and his Bohemian, artist parents survived one of
the most brutal eras of history. Wolfram, who
was only nine years old when Hitler came to
power, lived through the rise and fall of the
Third Reich, from the earliest street marches to
the final defeat of the Nazi regime. Conscripted
into Hitler's army, he witnessed the brutality of
war - first on the Russian front and then on the
Normandy beaches. Seen through German eyes
and written with remarkable sensitivity, The Boy
Who Went to War is a powerful story of warfare
and human survival and a reminder to us all that
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civilians on both sides suffered the
consequences of Hitler's war.
The Toronto Protocol: The Real Plan of the
Global Elite? - Brian Nugent 2018-10-17
This short but explosive text was first leaked by
Serge Monast in Canada in 1995. It is reported
to be the plan of an elite group who are
manipulating the general public and
governments across the world to bring about
their long term goal of a world government.
They cover in this document a wide variety of
areas, including world food supplies and
pollution, the question of parental rights as
opposed to state rights over children,
earthquake weapons, the overall media and
economic climate which was planned to be
favourable in order to lure into complacency the
general public, etc etc. Could it be for real? You
decide!
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