Sacrifice Its Nature And
Functions
Right here, we have countless books Sacrifice Its Nature And
Functions and collections to check out. We additionally offer
variant types and moreover type of the books to browse. The
satisfactory book, fiction, history, novel, scientific research, as
skillfully as various further sorts of books are readily genial here.
As this Sacrifice Its Nature And Functions , it ends occurring
subconscious one of the favored book Sacrifice Its Nature And
Functions collections that we have. This is why you remain in the
best website to look the incredible books to have.

Contesting Sacrifice - Ivan
Strenski 2002-07
From the counter-reformation
through the twentieth century,
the notion of sacrifice has
played a key role in French
culture and nationalist politics.
Ivan Strenski traces the history
of sacrificial thought in France,
starting from its origins in
Roman Catholic theology.
Throughout, he highlights not
just the dominant discourse on
sacrifice but also the many
competing conceptions that
contested it. Strenski suggests
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

that the annihilating
spirituality rooted in the
Catholic model of Eucharistic
sacrifice persuaded the judges
in the Dreyfus Case to overlook
or play down his possible
innocence because a scapegoat
was needed to expiate the sins
of France and save its army
from disgrace. Strenski also
suggests that the French
army's strategy in World War I,
French fascism, and debates
over public education and civic
morals during the Third
Republic all owe much to
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Catholic theology of sacrifice
and Protestant
reinterpretations of it. Pointing
out that every major theorist of
sacrifice is French, including
Bataille, Durkheim, Girard,
Hubert, and Mauss, Strenski
argues that we cannot fully
understand their work without
first taking into account the
deep roots of sacrificial
thought in French history.
Sacred Sacrifice - Rick F.
Talbott 2005-11-01
'Sacred Sacrifice' examines
how analogous mythological
ideas and the experience of
sacred presence during the
ritual act created similar ritual
paradigms in two noncontiguous cultures. Vedic fire
sacrifice, the Horse sacrifice in
ancient India and the sacrificial
development of the Christian
Eucharist serve as examples.
This book takes to task theories
on sacrifice and ritual that
emphasize the psycho-social
and functionalist interpretation
to the exclusion of the
religious. The relationship
between myth and ritual, and
conscious and unconscious
human behavior emerges from
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

this analysis of universal
religious structures.
Understanding Theories of
Religion - Ivan Strenski
2015-02-10
Featuring comprehensive
updates and additions, the
second edition of
Understanding Theories of
Religion explores the
development of major theories
of religion through the works
of classic and contemporary
figures. • A new edition of this
introductory text exploring the
core methods and theorists in
religion, spanning the
sixteenth-century through to
the latest theoretical trends •
Features an entirely new
section covering religion and
postmodernism; race, sex, and
gender; and religion and
postcolonialism • Examines the
development of religious
theories through the work of
classic and contemporary
figures from the history of
anthropology, sociology,
psychology, philosophy, and
theology • Reveals how the
study of religion evolved in
response to great cultural
conflicts and major historical
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events • Student-friendly
features include chapter
introductions and summaries,
biographical vignettes, a
timeline, a glossary, and many
other learning aids
Covenant and Sacrifice in
the Letter to the Hebrews John Dunnill 2005-10-06
This study focuses on the way
the Letter to the Hebrews
explains the Christian doctrine
of salvation by means of
sacrificial symbols drawn from
the Old Testament. Theories
about the nature of sacrifice
are taken from the work of
social anthropologists to show
the underlying meaning of
these symbols.
Sacrifice in Africa - Luc de
Heusch 1985
Sacrifice in Modernity:
Community, Ritual, Identity
- 2016-09-27
In Sacrifice in Modernity:
Community, Ritual, Identity it
is demonstrated how sacrificial
themes remain an essential
element in our post-modern
society.
Sacrifice Imagined - Douglas
Hedley 2011-09-08

Sacrifice Imagined is an
original exploration of the idea
of sacrifice by one of the
world's preeminent
philosophers of religion.
Despisers of religion have
poured scorn upon the idea of
sacrifice as an index of the
irrational and wicked in
religious practice. Nor does its
secularised form seem much
more appealing. One need only
think of the appalling cult of
sacrifice in numerous
totalitarian regimes of the
twentieth century. Yet sacrifice
remains a part of our cultural
and intellectual 'imaginary'.
Hedley proposes good reasons
to think that issues of global
conflict and the ecological
crisis highlight the continuing
relevance of the topic of
sacrifice for contemporary
culture. The subject of sacrifice
has been decisively influenced
by two books: Girard's The
Violence and the Sacred and
Burkert's Homo Necans. Both
of these are theories of
sacrifice as violence. Hedley's
book challenges both of these
highly influential theories and
presents a theory of sacrifice
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as renunciation of the will. His
guiding influences in this are
the much misunderstood
Joseph de Maistre and the
Cambridge Platonists.
Radical Sacrifice - Terry
Eagleton 2018-01-01
A trenchant analysis of
sacrifice as the foundation of
the modern, as well as the
ancient, social order The
modern conception of sacrifice
is at once cast as a victory of
self-discipline over desire and
condescended to as destructive
and archaic abnegation. But
even in the Old Testament, the
dual natures of sacrifice,
embodying both ritual
slaughter and moral rectitude,
were at odds. In this analysis,
Terry Eagleton makes a
compelling argument that the
idea of sacrifice has long been
misunderstood. Pursuing the
complex lineage of sacrifice in
a lyrical discourse, Eagleton
focuses on the Old and New
Testaments, offering a virtuosic
analysis of the crucifixion,
while drawing together a host
of philosophers, theologians,
and texts--from Hegel,
Nietzsche, and Derrida to the
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

Aeneid and The Wings of the
Dove. Brilliant meditations on
death and eros, Shakespeare
and St. Paul, irony and
hybridity explore the meaning
of sacrifice in modernity,
casting off misperceptions of
barbarity to reconnect the
radical idea to politics and
revolution.
Theology and the First Theory
of Sacrifice - Ivan Strenski
2003-01-01
Strenski argues that public
discourse about religious
notions, like sacrifice, cannot
be theological in our modern
societies. Theological notions
of sacrifice and theological
approaches to it should be
replaced by those like that
developed by the Durkheimians
because theological discourse
cannot but help being
religiously biased.
Atonement and SelfSacrifice in NineteenthCentury Narrative - JanMelissa Schramm 2012-06-21
This book explores the tensions
raised by ideas of sacrifice in
literature at a time of
significant legal and
theological change.
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Humanitarianism in
Question - Michael Barnett
2008-03-14
Years of tremendous growth in
response to complex
emergencies have left a mark
on the humanitarian sector.
Various matters that once
seemed settled are now
subjects of intense debate.
What is humanitarianism? Is it
limited to the provision of relief
to victims of conflict, or does it
include broader objectives such
as human rights, democracy
promotion, development, and
peacebuilding? For much of the
last century, the principles of
humanitarianism were guided
by neutrality, impartiality, and
independence. More recently,
some humanitarian
organizations have begun to
relax these tenets. The
recognition that humanitarian
action can lead to negative
consequences has forced
humanitarian organizations to
measure their effectiveness, to
reflect on their ethical
positions, and to consider not
only the values that motivate
their actions but also the
consequences of those actions.
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

In the indispensable
Humanitarianism in Question,
Michael Barnett and Thomas G.
Weiss bring together scholars
from a variety of disciplines to
address the humanitarian
identity crisis, including
humanitarianism's relationship
to accountability, great powers,
privatization and corporate
philanthropy, warlords, and the
ethical evaluations that inform
life-and-death decision making
during and after emergencies.
The Power of Sacrifice George Heyman 2007-10
In this work, George Heyman
offers a fresh perspective on
the similarities between pagan
Roman and Christian thinking
about the public role of
sacrifice in the first two and a
half centuries of the Christian
era.
Sacrifice in Pagan and
Christian Antiquity - Robert
J. Daly 2019-08-22
Robert J. Daly S.J. examines the
concept of sacrifice in the
ancient Mediterranean world,
and discusses how the rise of
bloodless Christian sacrifice,
and the use of sacrificial
language in reference to highly
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spiritualized Christian lives,
would have seemed unsettling
and radically challenging to the
pagan mind. Acknowledging
the difficulties posed by an
overwhelmingly Christian
scholarly narrative around the
topic of sacrifice, Daly
specifically sets out to tell the
non-Christian side of this story.
He first outlines the pagan
trajectory, and then the JewishChristian trajectory, before
concluding with a
representative series of
comparisons and contrasts.
Covering the concept of
sacrifice in relation to prayer,
ethics and morality, the
rhetoric and economics of
sacrificial ceremonies, and
heroes and saints, Daly finishes
with an estimation of how this
study might inform further
study of sacrifice.
Purity, Sacrifice, and the
Temple - Jonathan Klawans
2009-05
Ancient Jewish sacrifice has
long been misunderstood.
Some find in sacrifice the key
to the mysterious and violent
origins of human culture.
Others see these cultic rituals
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

as merely the fossilized
vestiges of primitive
superstition. Some believe that
ancient Jewish sacrifice was
doomed from the start,
destined to be replaced by the
Christian eucharist. Others
think that the temple was fated
to be superseded by the
synagogue. In Purity, Sacrifice,
and the Temple Jonathan
Klawans demonstrates that
these supersessionist
ideologies have prevented
scholars from recognizing the
Jerusalem temple as a powerful
source of meaning and
symbolism to the ancient Jews
who worshiped there. Klawans
exposes and counters such
ideologies by reviewing the
theoretical literature on
sacrifice and taking a fresh
look at a broad range of
evidence concerning ancient
Jewish attitudes toward the
temple and its sacrificial cult.
The first step toward reaching
a more balanced view is to
integrate the study of sacrifice
with the study of purity-a ritual
structure that has commonly
been understood as symbolic
by scholars and laypeople
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alike. The second step is to
rehabilitate sacrificial
metaphors, with the
understanding that these
metaphors are windows into
the ways sacrifice was
understood by ancient Jews. By
taking these steps-and by
removing contemporary
religious and cultural biasesKlawans allows us to better
understand what sacrifice
meant to the early communities
who practiced it. Armed with
this new understanding,
Klawans reevaluates the ideas
about the temple articulated in
a wide array of ancient
sources, including Josephus,
Philo, Pseudepigrapha, the
Dead Sea Scrolls, New
Testament, and Rabbinic
literature. Klawans mines these
sources with an eye toward
illuminating the symbolic
meanings of sacrifice for
ancient Jews. Along the way, he
reconsiders the ostensible
rejection of the cult by the
biblical prophets, the Qumran
sect, and Jesus. While these
figures may have seen the
temple in their time as tainted
or even defiled, Klawans
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

argues, they too-like practically
all ancient Jews-believed in the
cult, accepted its symbolic
significance, and hoped for its
ultimate efficacy.
Sacrifice in Religious
Experience - Albert I.
Baumgartner 2018-09-24
The volume consists of
collected papers from Taubes
Minerva Center for Religious
Anthropology conferences
examining (1) the role of
sacrifice in religious
experience from a comparative
perspective and (2) alternatives
to sacrifice.
Sacrifice and the Body - John
Dunnill 2016-04-08
What is sacrifice? For many
people today the word has
negative overtones, suggesting
loss, or death, or violence. But
in religions, ancient and
modern, the word is linked
primarily to joyous feasting
which puts people in touch
with the deepest realities. How
has that change of meaning
come about? What effect does
it have on the way we think
about Christianity? How does it
affect the way Christian
believers think about
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themselves and God? John
Dunnill's study focuses on
sacrifice as a physical event
uniting worshippers to deity.
Bringing together insights from
social anthropology, biblical
studies and Trinitarian
theology, Dunnill links to
debates in sociology and
cultural studies, as well as the
study of liturgy. Through a
positive view of sacrifice,
Dunnill contributes to
contemporary Christian
debates on atonement and
salvation.
Durkheim and the Jews of
France - Ivan Strenski
1997-06-08
Ivan Strenski debunks the
common notion that there is
anything "essentially" Jewish in
Durkheim's work. Seeking the
Durkheim inside the real world
of Jews in France rather than
the imagined Jewishness inside
Durkheim himself, Strenski
adopts a Durkheimian
approach to understanding
Durkheim's thought. In so
doing he shows for the first
time that Durkheim's sociology
(especially his sociology of
religion) took form in relation
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

to the Jewish intellectual life of
late nineteenth- and early
twentieth-century France.
Strenski begins each chapter
by weighing particular claims
(some anti-Semitic, some not)
for the Jewishness of
Durkheim's work. In each case
Strenski overturns the claim
while showing that it can
nonetheless open up a fruitful
inquiry into the relation of
Durkheim to French Jewry. For
example, Strenski shows that
Durkheim's celebration of
ritual had no innately Jewish
source but derived crucially
from work on Hinduism by the
Jewish Indologist Sylvain Lévi,
whose influence on Durkheim
and his followers has never
before been acknowledged.
A Tale of Two Capitalisms Supritha Rajan 2015-04-01
No questions are more
pressing today than the ethical
dimensions of global capitalism
in relation to an unevenly
secularized modernity. A Tale
of Two Capitalisms offers a
timely response to these
questions by reexamining the
intellectual history of capitalist
economics during the
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nineteenth century. Rajan’s
ambitious book traces the
neglected relationships
between nineteenth-century
political economy,
anthropology, and literature in
order to demonstrate how
these discourses buttress a
dominant narrative of selfinterested capitalism that
obscures a submerged
narrative within political
economy. This submerged
narrative discloses political
economy’s role in burgeoning
theories of religion, as well as
its underlying ethos of
reciprocity, communality, and
just distribution. Drawing on
an impressive range of literary,
anthropological, and economic
writings from the eighteenth
through the twenty-first
century, Rajan offers an
inventive, interdisciplinary
account of why this second
narrative of capitalism has so
long escaped our notice. The
book presents an
unprecedented genealogy of
key anthropological and
economic concepts,
demonstrating how notions of
sacrifice, the sacred, ritual,
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

totemism, and magic remained
conceptually intertwined with
capitalist theories of value and
exchange in both sociological
and literary discourses. Rajan
supplies an original framework
for discussing the ethical ideals
that continue to inform
contemporary global capitalism
and its fraught relationship to
the secular. Its revisionary
argument brings new insight
into the history of capitalist
thought and modernity that will
engage scholars across a
variety of disciplines.
Ancient Mediterranean
Sacrifice - Jennifer Wright
Knust 2011-10-14
An investigation of the multiple
meanings and functions of
sacrifice in diverse religious
texts and practices from the
late Hellenistic and Roman
imperial periods.
Understanding Religious
Sacrifice - Jeffrey Carter
2003-03-01
This volume provides a
thorough introduction to the
major classic and modern
writings dealing with religious
sacrifice. Collected here are
twenty five influential
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selections, each with a brief
introduction addressing the
overall framework and
assumptions of its author. As
they present different theories
and examples of sacrifice,
these selections also discuss
important concepts in religious
studies such as the origin of
religion, totemism, magic,
symbolism, violence,
structuralism and ritual
performance. Students of
comparative religion, ritual
studies, the history of religions,
the anthropology of religion
and theories of religion will
particularly value the historical
organization and thematic
analyses presented in this
collection.
The Actuality of Sacrifice Alberdina Houtman 2014-11-27
Sacrifice is part of many
religions. While the actual
ritual has often been abolished,
the concept remains alive
through stories, rituals,
calendars and art. The essays
in this book discuss the
concept from various social,
historical and intellectual
contexts ranging from the prehistorical period till today.
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

Sacrifice and Modern Thought
- Julia Meszaros 2013-09
Leading specialists in theology,
anthropology, religious studies
and history elucidate the
modern debate about sacrifice
from interest shown in the
sixteenth century through to
the present day. Individual
chapters discuss
anthropological theories,
theological controversies,
philosophical interpretations,
and literary uses of sacrifice.
The "grammar" of Sacrifice Naphtali S. Meshel 2014
The notion that rituals, like
natural languages, are
governed by implicit, rigorous
rules led scholars in the last
century, harking back to the
early Indian grammarian
Patanjali, to speak of a
"grammar", or "syntax", of
ritual, particularly sacrificial
ritual. Despite insightful
examples of ritual complexes
that follow hierarchical rules
akin to syntactic structures in
natural languages, and
ambitious attempts to imagine
a Universal Grammar of
sacrificial ritual, no single,
comprehensive "grammar" of
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any ritual system has yet been
composed. This book offers the
first such "grammar."
Centering on *S-the idealized
sacrificial system represented
in the Priestly laws in the
Pentateuch--it demonstrates
that a ritual system is
describable in terms of a set of
concise, unconsciously
internalized, generative rules,
analogous to the grammar of a
natural language. Despite farreaching diachronic
developments, reflected in
Second Temple and rabbinic
literature, the ancient Israelite
sacrificial system retained a
highly unchangeable
"grammar," which is abstracted
and analysed in a formulaic
manner. The limits of the
analogy to linguistics are
stressed: rather than
categories borrowed from
linguistics, such as syntax and
morphology, the operative
categories of *S are abstracted
inductively from the ritual
texts: zoemics--the study of the
classes of animals used in
ritual sacrifice; jugation-the
rules governing the joining of
animal and non-animal
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

materials; hierarchics-the
tiered structuring of sacrificial
sequences; and praxemics--the
analysis of the physical activity
comprising sacrificial
procedures. Finally, the
problem of meaning in nonlinguistic ritual systems is
addressed.
Sacrifice - Margo Kitts
2022-07-28
After over a century of grand
theorizing about the universal
dimensions to the practice of
ritual sacrifice, scholars now
question the analytical utility of
the notion writ large. The word
'sacrifice' (Latin sacrificium)
itself frequently is broken down
into its Latin roots, sacer,
sacred, and facere, to do or to
make – to do or to make sacred
– which is a huge category and
also vague. Presuming it is
people and places that are
made sacred, we must question
the dynamics. Does sacrifice
'make sacred' by summoning
the presence of gods or
ancestors? By offering gifts to
them? By dining with them? By
restoring or establishing
cosmic order? By atoning for
personal or collective sins? By
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rectifying social disequilibrium
through scapegoating? By
inducing an existential
epiphany about life and death?
While this short Element
cannot cover all complexities
and practices, it does treat
critically some prominent
themes, theories, and
controversies concerning
sacrifice, from ancient to
present times.
Law's Sacrifice - Brian W. Nail
2019-07-17
This volume examines the
relationship between law and
sacrifice as a crucial nexus for
theorizing the dynamics of
creation, destruction,
transcendence, and violence
within the philosophical and
legal discourse of western
society. At a time of populist
political unrest, what
philosophical and theoretical
resources are available for
conceptualizing the discontent
that seems to emanate from
practically every sphere of
society? What narrative
strategies have been employed
within literary, theological,
philosophical, and legal
discourse to tame or mystify
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

human violence? Engaging
with the work of preeminent
theorists of sacrifice, such as
Georges Bataille, René Girard,
Giorgio Agamben, and Jacques
Derrida this collection
examines from an
interdisciplinary perspective
the sacrificial logic that
characterizes the cultural and
political dynamics of law in
society. The book will be of
interest to students and
scholars in the field of legal
theory and philosophy.
Romanising Oriental Gods Jaime Alvar Ezquerra 2008
The traditional grand narrative
correlating the decline of
Graeco-Roman religion with
the rise of Christianity has
been under pressure for three
decades. This book argues that
the alternative accounts now
emerging significantly
underestimate the role of three
major cults, of Cybele and
Attis, Isis and Serapis, and
Mithras. Although their
differences are plain, these
cults present sufficient
common features to justify
their being taken typologically
as a group. All were selective
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adaptations of much older cults
of the Fertile Crescent. It was
their relative sophistication,
their combination of the
imaginative power of
unfamiliar myth with
distinctive ritual performance
and ethical seriousness, that
enabled them both to focus and
to articulate a sense of the
autonomy of religion from the
socio-political order, a sense
they shared with Early
Christianity. The notion of
'mystery' was central to their
ability to navigate the
Weberian shift from ritualist to
ethical salvation.
The Social Meanings of
Sacrifice in the Hebrew Bible David Janzen 2004-01-01
Die soziale Funktion und
Bedeutung des Opfers wird
mittels anthropologischer
Theorien und Feldstudien
untersucht. Alle Rituale einschließlich
Opferhandlungen kommunizieren
gesellschaftliche
Glaubenssätze und
Moralvorstellungen, die nur
durch eine Untersuchung des
sozialen Kontexts bestimmt
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

werden können. Anhand von
vier biblischen Schriften Priesterschrift,
Deuteronomistisches
Geschichtswerk, Esra-Nehemia
und Chronikbücher - wird
dargelegt, wie unterschiedliche
soziale Ursachen zu
unterschiedlichen sozialen
Bedeutungen des Opfers
führen.
Sacrifice and Gender in
Biblical Law - Nicole J. Ruane
2013-08-06
This book examines the
Hebrew Bible's numerous laws
about sacrificial procedure to
understand the significance of
gender in sacrificial rituals and
the reasons that gender
distinctions are so vital in these
acts. Gender selection of both
victims and participants is an
intrinsic aspect of the nature
and purpose of each rite,
affecting its form and function,
as well as its legitimacy.
Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical
Law considers the laws of the
firstborn, the rite of the red
cow, laws of slaughter, rituals
of purification, and other
offerings. It shows that these
laws regulate material wealth
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and contribute to the
construction of social roles.
Sacrifice and Modern War
Literature - Alex Houen
2018-06-14
Sacrifice and Modern War
Literature is the first book to
explore how writers from the
early nineteenth century to the
present have addressed the
intimacy of sacrifice and war. It
has been common for critics to
argue that after the First World
War many of the cultural and
religious values associated with
sacrifice have been
increasingly rejected by writers
and others. However, this
volume shows that literature
has continued to address how
different conceptions of
sacrifice have been invoked in
times of war to convert losses
into gains or ideals. While
those conceptions have
sometimes been rooted in a
secular rationalism that values
lost lives in terms of political or
national victories, spiritual and
religious conceptions of
sacrifice are also still in
evidence, as with the
'martyrdom operations' of
jihadis fighting against the 'war
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

on terror'. Each chapter
presents fresh insights into the
literature of a particular
conflict and the contributions
explore major war writers
including Wordsworth, Kipling,
Ford Madox Ford, and
Elizabeth Bowen, as well as
lesser known authors such as
Dora Sigerson, Richard
Aldington, Thomas Kinsella,
and Nadeem Aslam. The
volume covers multiple genres
including novels, poetry
(particularly elegy and lyric),
memoirs, and some films. The
contributions address a rich
array of topics related to
wartime sacrifice including
scapegoating, martyrdom,
religious faith, tragedy,
heroism, altruism, 'bare life',
atonement, and redemption.
Sacrifice - Henri Hubert
1981-12-15
Marcel Mauss was the nephew
and most distinguished pupil of
mile Durkheim, whose review
L'Ann e sociologique he helped
to found and edit. Henri Hubert
was another member of the
group of sociologists who
developed under the influence
of Durkheim. The present book
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is one of the best-known essays
pulbished in L'Ann e
sociologique and has been
regarded as a model for
method and mode of
interpretation. Its subject is at
the very center of the
comparative study of religion.
The authors describe a basic
sacrifice drawn from Indian
sources and show what is
fundamental and constant,
comparing Indian and Hebrew
practices in particular, then
Greek and Roman, then
additional practices from many
eras and cultures.
Human Sacrifice in Jewish
and Christian Tradition Karin Finsterbusch 2018-08-14
The present volume asks to
which extent ancient practices
and traditions of human
sacrifice are reflected in
medieval and modern JudeoChristian times and also
includes contributions
concerned with the Ancient
Near East and Ancient Greece.
Sacrificial Limbs - Salih Can
Aciksoz 2019-11-26
Sacrificial Limbs chronicles the
everyday lives and political
activism of disabled veterans of
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

Turkey’s Kurdish war, one of
the most volatile conflicts in
the Middle East. Through
nuanced ethnographic
portraits, Açiksöz examines
how veterans’ experiences of
war and disability are closely
linked to class, gender, and
ultimately the embrace of
ultranationalist right-wing
politics. Bringing the reader
into military hospitals,
commemorations, political
demonstrations, and veterans’
everyday spaces of care,
intimacy, and activism,
Sacrificial Limbs provides a
vivid analysis of the multiple
and sometimes contradictory
forces that fashion veterans’
bodies, political subjectivities,
and communities. It is essential
reading for students and
scholars interested in
anthropology, masculinity, and
disability.
The Science of Sacrifice Susan L. Mizruchi 1998-05-24
From ritual killings to subtle
acts of self-denial, the practice
and rhetoric of sacrifice has a
special centrality in modern
American literature. In a
compelling interdisciplinary
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investigation, Susan Mizruchi
portrays an episode in
American cultural history when
the literary movement of
realism and the fledgling field
of sociology both converged in
the belief that sacrifice is basic
to sociality. This is a book
about the fascination that
sacrifice held for writers-principally Herman Melville,
Henry James, and W.E.B. Du
Bois--and also for those who
articulated the main tenets of
modern social theory, an
inquiry that eventually spans
historical events such as public
lynchings and the political
scapegoating of immigrants a
century ago. The execution in
Billy Budd Sailor, the death of
Du Bois's first-born son in The
Souls of Black Folk, Henry
James's preoccupation with
renunciation and scapegoating,
and the self-denying working
classes of Norris and Stein all
illustrate repeated stagings of
sacrificial rituals from a
Biblical past. For Mizruchi, the
peculiar persistence of this
aesthetic construct becomes a
guide to a rich theological and
social-scientific tradition
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

distinctive to the late
nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, and including such
influential works as Smith's
Lectures on the Religion of the
Semites, Frazer's Golden
Bough, and Ross's Sin and
Society. The major features of
sacrifice--its original
association with spiritual
doubt, its function as a form of
spiritual economics that
sustained divisions between
the fortunate and the bereft,
and its role in fixing
boundaries between aliens and
kin--held strong symbolic value
for writers struggling to
reconcile faith with
rationalism, and communal
coherence with capitalist
expansion. Mizruchi eloquently
demonstrates how the
conceptual power of sacrifice
made it a key mediator of
cultural change, from the
decline of sympathy and the
significance of "race" in an
emerging multicultural society
to the revival of maternal selfsacrifice.
Violence and the Sacred - René
Girard 2005-04-13
René Girard (1923-) was
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Professor of French Language,
Literature and Civilization at
Stanford Unviersity from 1981
until his retirement in 1995.
Violence and the Sacred is
Girard's brilliant study of
human evil. Girard explores
violence as it is represented
and occurs throughout history,
literature and myth. Girard's
forceful and thought-provoking
analyses of Biblical narrative,
Greek tragedy and the
lynchings and pogroms
propagated by contemporary
states illustrate his central
argument that violence belongs
to everyone and is at the heart
of the sacred. Translated by
Patrick Gregory>
Princeton Readings in
Religion and Violence - Mark
Juergensmeyer 2011-10-10
An anthology that examines the
historical and contemporary
relationship between religion
and violence This
groundbreaking anthology
provides the most
comprehensive overview for
understanding the fascinating
relationship between religion
and violence—historically,
culturally, and in the
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

contemporary world. Bringing
together writings from
scholarly and religious
traditions, it is the first volume
to unite primary
sources—justifications for
violence from religious texts,
theologians, and activists—with
invaluable essays by
authoritative scholars. The first
half of the collection includes
original source materials
justifying violence from various
religious perspectives: Hindu,
Chinese, Christian, Muslim,
Jewish, and Buddhist. Showing
that religious violence is found
in every tradition, these
sources include ancient texts
and scriptures along with
thoughtful essays from
theologians wrestling with such
issues as military protection
and pacifism. The collection
also includes the writings of
modern-day activists involved
in suicide bombings, attacks on
abortion clinics, and nerve gas
assaults. The book's second
half features well-known
thinkers reflecting on why
religion and violence are so
intimately related and includes
excerpts from early social
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theorists such as Durkheim,
Marx, and Freud, as well as
contemporary thinkers who
view the issue of religious
violence from literary,
anthropological, postcolonial,
and feminist perspectives. The
editors' brief introductions to
each essay provide important
historical and conceptual
contexts and relate the
readings to one another. The
diversity of selections and their
accessible length make this
volume ideal for both students
and general readers.
Revolution in Poetic
Language - Julia Kristeva 1984
The linking of psychosomatic to
literary and literary to a larger
political horizon raises the
question of conservative
premises to linguistic,
pyschoanalystic, philisophical,
and literary theories and
criticisms of such.
On the Margins of Religion Frances Pine 2008-03-30
Focusing on places, objects,
bodies, narratives and ritual
spaces where religion may be
found or inscribed, the authors
reveal the role of religion in
contesting rights to places, to
sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

knowledge and to property, as
well as access to resources.
Through analyses of specific
historical processes in terms of
responses to socio-economic
and political change, the
chapters consider implicitly or
explicitly the problematic
relation between science
(including social sciences and
anthropology in particular) and
religion, and how this connects
to the new religious
globalisation of the twenty-first
century. Their ethnographies
highlight the embodiment of
religion and its location in
landscapes, built spaces and
religious sites which may be
contested, physically or
ideologically, or encased in
memory and often in silence.
Taken together, they show the
importance of religion as a
resource to the believers: a
source of solace, spiritual
comfort and self-willed
submission.
Perpetua's Passions - Jan N.
Bremmer 2012-02-09
A collection of studies about
the Passion of Perpetua, the
diary written by the young
Christian martyr Perpetua. This
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intriguing text is edited and
translated before a team of
distinguished scholars examine
it from a wide range of
perspectives: literary,
narratological, historical,
religious, psychological, and
philosophical.
Diversity of Sacrifice - Carrie
Ann Murray 2016-05-09
Explores sacrificial practices
across a range of contexts from
prehistory to the present. The
term "sacrifice" belies what is a
complex and varied
transhistorical and
transcultural phenomenon.
Bringing together scholars
from such diverse fields as
anthropology, archaeology,
epigraphy, literature, and
theology, Diversity of Sacrifice
explores sacrificial practices
across a range of contexts from
prehistory to the present.
Incorporating theory, material
culture, and textual evidence,
the volume seeks to consider
new and divergent data related
to contexts of sacrifice that can
help broaden our field of vision

sacrifice-its-nature-and-functions

while raising new questions.
The essays contributed here
move beyond reductive and
simple explanations to explore
complex areas of social
interaction. Sacrifice plays a
key role in the overlapping
sacred and secular spheres for
a number of societies in the
past and present. How
religious beliefs and practices
can be integral parts of life on
individual and community
levels is of fundamental
importance to understanding
the past and present. In
addition to aiding scholarly
research, Diversity of Sacrifice
enables students to explore
this rich theme across Europe
and the Mediterranean with
clear discussions of theory and
data. Carrie Ann Murray is
Assistant Professor of Roman
Art and Archaeology at Brock
University.
The Question of Sacrifice Dennis King Keenan
2005-06-14
A philosophical exploration of
the ethics and politics of
sacrifice.
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