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Development - Ian Goldin 2018
What is development -- How does development happen? -- Why are some
countries rich and others poor? -- What can be done to accelerate
development? -- The evolution of development aid -- Sustainable
development -- Globalization and development -- The future of
development.
Russian History: A Very Short Introduction - Geoffrey Hosking
2012-03-29
A leading international authority discusses all aspects of Russian history,
from the struggle by the state to control society to the transformation of
the nation into a multi-ethnic empire, Russia's relations with the West
and the post-Soviet era. Original.
Aristocracy: A Very Short Introduction - William Doyle 2010-11-25
Aristocracies or nobilities dominated the social, economic, and
institutional history of all European counties until only a few generations
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ago. The relics of their power, in traditions and behaviour, in
architecture and the arts, are still all around us. This short introduction
shows how ideas of aristocracy originated in ancient times, were
transformed in the middle ages, and have only fallen apart over the last
two centuries. The myths in which aristocracies have always sought to
shroud themselves are stripped away, but the true sources of their
enduring power are also revealed. Their outlook and behaviour affected
the rest of society in innumerable and sometimes surprising ways, but
perhaps most surprising was the way in which a centuries-old
aristocratic hegemony crumbled away over the last two hundred years.
In this Very Short Introduction William Doyle considers why this
happend and what remains today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
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combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Dawn of Innovation - Charles R. Morris 2012-10-23
Describes industry in America between the War of 1812 and the Civil
War and how this period of growth in the first half of the century built
the platform for Carnegie, Rockefeller and Morgan in the second half.
35,000 first printing.
Rockdale - 2005-01-01
A celebrated triumph of historiography, Rockdale tells the story of the
Industrial Revolution as it was experienced by the men, women, and
children of the cotton-manufacturing town of Rockdale, Pennsylvania.
The lives of workers, managers, inventors, owners, and entrepreneurs
are brilliantly illuminated by Anthony F. C. Wallace, who also describes
the complex technology that governed all of Rockdale?s townspeople.
Wallace examines the new relationships between employer and employee
as work and workers moved out of the fields into the closed-in world of
the spinning mule, the power loom, and the mill office. He brings to light
the impassioned battle for the soul of the mill worker, a struggle between
the exponents of the Enlightenment and Utopian Socialism, on the one
hand, and, on the other, the ultimately triumphant champions of
evangelical Christianity.
Prehistory - Chris Gosden 2018
Recent archaeological discoveries from China and central Asia have
changed our understanding of how human civilization developed in the
period of some 4 million years before the start of written history. In this
new edition of his Very Short Introduction, Chris Gosden explores the
current theories on the ebb and flow of human cultural variety.
The Scientific Revolution: A Very Short Introduction - Lawrence Principe
2011-04-28
Lawrence M. Principe takes a fresh approach to the story of the scientific
revolution, emphasising the historical context of the society and its world
view at the time. From astronomy to alchemy and medicine to geology,
he tells this fascinating story from the perspective of the historical
characters involved.
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Economics: A Very Short Introduction - Partha Dasgupta 2007-02-22
Economics has the capacity to offer us deep insights into some of the
most formidable problems of life, and offer solutions to them too.
Combining a global approach with examples from everyday life, Partha
Dasgupta describes the lives of two children who live very different lives
in different parts of the world: in the Mid-West USA and in Ethiopia. He
compares the obstacles facing them, and the processes that shape their
lives, their families, and their futures. He shows how economics uncovers
these processes, finds explanations for them, and how it forms policies
and solutions. Along the way, Dasgupta provides an intelligent and
accessible introduction to key economic factors and concepts such as
individual choices, national policies, efficiency, equity, development,
sustainability, dynamic equilibrium, property rights, markets, and public
goods. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Global Economic History: A Very Short Introduction - Robert C.
Allen 2011-09-15
Together these countries pioneered new technologies that have made
them ever richer.
Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction - Jack A. Goldstone 2014-02
Revolutions have shaped world politics for the last three hundred years.
This volume shows why revolutions occur, how they unfold, and where
they created democracies and dictatorships. Jack A. Goldstone presents
the history of revolutions from America and France to the collapse of the
Soviet Union, 'People Power' revolutions, and the Arab revolts.
Clinical Psychology: A Very Short Introduction - Susan Llewelyn
2017-04-13
Clinical psychology makes a significant contribution to mental health
care across the world. The essence of the discipline is the creative
application of the knowledge base of psychology to the unique, personal
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experiences of individuals who are facing difficulties or changes in their
lives. Rather than addressing such experiences as primarily a medical,
political or legal problem, clinical psychologists approach personal
distress as an unhappy outcome of certain ways of thinking, behaving
and relating, often occurring within difficult social, cultural or economic
circumstances. Clinical psychologists work with people to try and help
them change what is distressing or concerning them, based on a belief in
the value of the individual to determine what happens to them and on the
importance of using approaches which have been demonstrated through
research to be effective. In this Very Short Introduction Susan Llewellyn
and Katie Aafjes-van Doorn provide insights into the world of clinical
psychologists and their clients or patients, and cover the range of
domains of practice, the difficulties tackled, and the approaches and
models used. They consider the challenges and controversies facing the
profession today, and also how it varies across the globe. Finally, they
discuss the key questions surrounding clinical psychology, such as
whether it should compete or collaborate with psychiatry, how far it is
yet another instrument of social control, what new technology can offer
in the future, and whether clinical psychology can ever really be
considered a science. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
The Cultural Revolution - Richard Curt Kraus 2012-01-17
Examines the radical Chinese Communist movement called the Cultural
Revolution, a period of suppression so controversial in China, that the
Chinese government forbids a full investigation into it even 50 years
later. Original.
Globalization: A Very Short Introduction - Manfred B. Steger 2020-05-28
We live today in an interconnected world in which ordinary people can
became instant online celebrities to fans thousands of miles away, in
which religious leaders can influence millions globally, in which humans
the-industrial-revolution-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

are altering the climate and environment, and in which complex social
forces intersect across continents. This is globalization. In the fifth
edition of his bestselling Very Short Introduction Manfred B. Steger
considers the major dimensions of globalization: economic, political,
cultural, ideological, and ecological. He looks at its causes and effects,
and engages with the hotly contested question of whether globalization
is, ultimately, a good or a bad thing. From climate change to the Ebola
virus, Donald Trump to Twitter, trade wars to China's growing global
profile, Steger explores today's unprecedented levels of planetary
integration as well as the recent challenges posed by resurgent national
populism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Australia: A Very Short Introduction - Kenneth Morgan 2012-05-31
In this Very Short Introduction Kenneth Morgan provides a wide-ranging
and thematic introduction to modern Australia. He examines the main
features of its history, geography, and culture since the beginning of the
white settlement in New South Wales in 1788. Drawing attention to the
distinctive features of Australian life he places contemporary
developments in a historical perspective, highlighting the importance of
Australia's indigenous culture and making connections between Australia
and the wider word. Balancing the successful growth of Australian
institutions and democratic traditions, he considers the struggles that
occurred in the making of modern Australia. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Rivers: A Very Short Introduction - Nick Middleton 2012-04-26
Rivers have played an extraordinarily important role in creating the
3/10

Downloaded from viewfromthefridge.com on by guest

world in which we live. They create landscapes and provide water to
people, plants and animals, nourishing both town and country. The flow
of rivers has enthused poets and painters, explorers and pilgrims. Rivers
have acted as cradles for civilization and agents of disaster; a river may
be a barrier or a highway, it can bear trade and sediment, culture and
conflict. A river may inspire or it may terrify. This Very Short
Introduction is a celebration of rivers in all their diversity. Nick
Middleton covers a wide and eclectic range of river-based themes, from
physical geography to mythology, to industrial history and literary
criticism. Worshipped and revered, respected and feared, rivers reflect
both the natural and social history of our planet. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Enlightenment - John Robertson 2015
This introduction explores the history of the 18th-century Enlightenment
movement. Considering its intellectual commitments, Robertson then
turns to their impact on society, and the ways in which Enlightenment
thinkers sought to further the goal of human betterment, by promoting
economic improvement and civil and political justice.
The Technology Trap - Carl Benedikt Frey 2020-09-22
From the Industrial Revolution to the age of artificial intelligence, Carl
Benedikt Frey offers a sweeping account of the history of technological
progress and how it has radically shifted the distribution of economic
and political power among society's members. As the author shows, the
Industrial Revolution created unprecedented wealth and prosperity over
the long run, but the immediate consequences of mechanization were
devastating for large swaths of the population.These trends broadly
mirror those in our current age of automation. But, just as the Industrial
Revolution eventually brought about extraordinary benefits for society,
artificial intelligence systems have the potential to do the same. Benedikt
Frey demonstrates that in the midst of another technological revolution,
the-industrial-revolution-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

the lessons of the past can help us to more effectively face the present. -From publisher description.
Eighteenth-Century Britain: A Very Short Introduction - Paul Langford
2000-08-10
Part of The Oxford Illustrated History of Britain, this book spans from the
aftermath of the Revolution of 1688 to Pitt the Younger's defeat at
attempted parliamentary reform.
The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Very Short Introduction - Eric
Rauchway 2008-03-10
The New Deal shaped our nation's politics for decades, and was seen by
many as tantamount to the "American Way" itself. Now, in this superb
compact history, Eric Rauchway offers an informed account of the New
Deal and the Great Depression, illuminating its successes and failures.
Rauchway first describes how the roots of the Great Depression lay in
America's post-war economic policies--described as "laissez-faire with a
vengeance"--which in effect isolated our nation from the world economy
just when the world needed the United States most. He shows how the
magnitude of the resulting economic upheaval, and the ineffectiveness of
the old ways of dealing with financial hardships, set the stage for
Roosevelt's vigorous (and sometimes unconstitutional) Depressionfighting policies. Indeed, Rauchway stresses that the New Deal only
makes sense as a response to this global economic disaster. The book
examines a key sampling of New Deal programs, ranging from the
National Recovery Agency and the Securities and Exchange Commission,
to the Public Works Administration and Social Security, revealing why
some worked and others did not. In the end, Rauchway concludes, it was
the coming of World War II that finally generated the political will to
spend the massive amounts of public money needed to put Americans
back to work. And only the Cold War saw the full implementation of New
Deal policies abroad--including the United Nations, the World Bank, and
the International Monetary Fund. Today we can look back at the New
Deal and, for the first time, see its full complexity. Rauchway captures
this complexity in a remarkably short space, making this book an ideal
introduction to one of the great policy revolutions in history. About the
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Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions offers concise and original
introductions to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology,
Politics to Classics, and Literary Theory to History. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a
given topic. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how it has developed and
influenced society. Whatever the area of study, whatever the topic that
fascinates the reader, the series has a handy and affordable guide that
will likely prove indispensable.
Environmental Politics - Andrew Dobson 2016
Environmental politics has many faces and operates at multiple scales: it
preoccupies individuals as well as governments, drives local agreements
as well as international treaties, results in minor business changes as
well as wholesale business decisions, and fluctuates between a politics of
protest and one of accommodation. In this Very Short Introduction
Andrew Dobson offers a lively and comprehensive commentary on the
many facets of environmental politics today. Looking towards the future,
he asks whether environmental politics will be comfortably
accommodated by mainstream politics, or whether the advent of the
Anthropocene - a whole new geological epoch driven by human impact
on the environment - will herald a break with the politics of growth that
has dominated social life since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Before the Industrial Revolution - Carlo M. Cipolla 2004-08-02
In this classic work Cipolla explores the slow but complex process of
development that transformed Europe from its relatively weak position in
AD 1000 into the highly dynamic and powerful society of 1700.
The American Revolution - Robert J. Allison 2015
the-industrial-revolution-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

Original edition has subtitle: a concise history.
Twentieth-Century Britain: A Very Short Introduction - Kenneth O.
Morgan 2000-08-10
First published as part of the best-selling The Oxford Illustrated History
of Britain, Kenneth Morgan's Very Short Introduction to TwentiethCentury Britain examines the forces of consensus and of conflict in
twentieth-century Britain. The account covers the trauma of the First
World War and the social divisions of the twenties; fierce domestic and
foreign policy debates in the thirties; the impact of the Second World
War for domestic transformation, popular culture and the loss of empire;
the transition from the turmoil of the seventies to the aftermath of
Thatcherism and the advent of New Labour. Throughout, cultural and
artistic themes are woven into the analysis, along with the distinct
national experiences of Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. The profound
tension that shook the United Kingdom are juxtaposed against equally
deep forces for stability, cohesion, and a sense of historic identity.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
The Fourth Industrial Revolution - Klaus Schwab 2017-01-03
World-renowned economist Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive
Chairman of the World Economic Forum, explains that we have an
opportunity to shape the fourth industrial revolution, which will
fundamentally alter how we live and work. Schwab argues that this
revolution is different in scale, scope and complexity from any that have
come before. Characterized by a range of new technologies that are
fusing the physical, digital and biological worlds, the developments are
affecting all disciplines, economies, industries and governments, and
even challenging ideas about what it means to be human. Artificial
intelligence is already all around us, from supercomputers, drones and
virtual assistants to 3D printing, DNA sequencing, smart thermostats,
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wearable sensors and microchips smaller than a grain of sand. But this is
just the beginning: nanomaterials 200 times stronger than steel and a
million times thinner than a strand of hair and the first transplant of a 3D
printed liver are already in development. Imagine “smart factories” in
which global systems of manufacturing are coordinated virtually, or
implantable mobile phones made of biosynthetic materials. The fourth
industrial revolution, says Schwab, is more significant, and its
ramifications more profound, than in any prior period of human history.
He outlines the key technologies driving this revolution and discusses the
major impacts expected on government, business, civil society and
individuals. Schwab also offers bold ideas on how to harness these
changes and shape a better future—one in which technology empowers
people rather than replaces them; progress serves society rather than
disrupts it; and in which innovators respect moral and ethical boundaries
rather than cross them. We all have the opportunity to contribute to
developing new frameworks that advance progress.
Earth System Science: A Very Short Introduction - Tim Lenton
2016-02-25
When humanity first glimpsed planet Earth from space, the unity of the
system that supports humankind entered the popular consciousness. The
concept of the Earth's atmosphere, biosphere, oceans, soil, and rocks
operating as a closely interacting system has rapidly gained ground in
science. This new field, involving geographers, geologists, biologists,
oceanographers, and atmospheric physicists, is known as Earth System
Science. In this Very Short Introduction, Tim Lenton considers how a
world in which humans could evolve was created; how, as a species, we
are now reshaping that world; and what a sustainable future for
humanity within the Earth System might look like. Drawing on elements
of geology, biology, chemistry, physics, and mathematics, Lenton asks
whether Earth System Science can help guide us onto a sustainable
course before we alter the Earth system to the point where we destroy
ourselves and our current civilisation. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
the-industrial-revolution-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Russian Revolution: A Very Short Introduction - S. A. Smith
2002-02-21
This Very Short Introduction provides an analytical narrative of the main
events and developments in Soviet Russia between 1917 and 1936. It
examines the impact of the revolution on society as a whole—on different
classes, ethnic groups, the army, men and women, youth. Its central
concern is to understand how one structure of domination was replaced
by another. The book registers the primacy of politics, but situates
political developments firmly in the context of massive economic, social,
and cultural change. Since the fall of Communism there has been much
reflection on the significance of the Russian Revolution. The book rejects
the currently influential, liberal interpretation of the revolution in favour
of one that sees it as rooted in the contradictions of a backward society
which sought modernization and enlightenment and ended in political
tyranny. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Technology in the Industrial Revolution - Barbara Hahn 2020-01-23
Places the British Industrial Revolution in global context, providing a
fresh perspective on the relationship between technology and society.
The Industrial Revolution in World History - Peter N Stearns 2018-04-17
The industrial revolution was the single most important development in
human history over the past three centuries, and it continues to shape
the contemporary world. With new methods and organizations for
producing goods, industrialization altered where people live, how they
play, and even how they define political issues. By exploring the ways the
industrial revolution reshaped world history, this book offers a unique
look into the international factors that started the industrial revolution
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and its global spread and impact. In the fourth edition, noted historian
Peter N. Stearns continues his global analysis of the industrial revolution
with new discussions of industrialization outside of the West, including
the study of India, the Middle East, and China. In addition, an expanded
conclusion contains an examination of the changing contexts of
industrialization. The Industrial Revolution in World History is essential
for students of world history and economics, as well as for those seeking
to know more about the global implications of what is arguably the
defining socioeconomic event of modern times.
The Industrial Revolution - Captivating History 2020-07-21
The British Industrial Revolution in Global Perspective - Robert C. Allen
2009-04-09
Why did the industrial revolution take place in eighteenth-century Britain
and not elsewhere in Europe or Asia? In this convincing new account
Robert Allen argues that the British industrial revolution was a
successful response to the global economy of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. He shows that in Britain wages were high and
capital and energy cheap in comparison to other countries in Europe and
Asia. As a result, the breakthrough technologies of the industrial
revolution - the steam engine, the cotton mill, and the substitution of coal
for wood in metal production - were uniquely profitable to invent and use
in Britain. The high wage economy of pre-industrial Britain also fostered
industrial development since more people could afford schooling and
apprenticeships. It was only when British engineers made these new
technologies more cost-effective during the nineteenth century that the
industrial revolution would spread around the world.
Nelson Mandela: A Very Short Introduction - Elleke Boehmer
2008-07-17
As well as being a remarkable statesman and one of the world's longestdetained political prisoners, Nelson Mandela has become an exemplary
figure of non-racialism and democracy, a moral giant. Once a man with
an unknown face, he became after his 1994 release one of the most
internationally recognizable images of our time. Set within a biographical
the-industrial-revolution-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

frame, this Very Short Introduction explores the reasons why his story is
so important to us in the world at large today, and what his achievements
signify. It shows how our picture of Mandela is a great deal more
complicated than the legend suggests: quality of character is combined
with his talents as a performer, his maverick ability to absorb
transnational influences, his proximity to outstanding colleagues, his
steely survival skills, and his postmodern ease with media image. It
shows how many different interconnected stories, histories, values, and
symbols combine in the famous name Nelson Mandela. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
The Mexican Revolution - Alan Knight 2016
The Mexican Revolution defined the sociopolitical experience of those
living in Mexico in the twentieth century. Its subsequent legacy has
provoked debate between those who interpret the ongoing myth of the
Revolution and those who adopt the more middle-of-the-road reality of
the regime after 1940. Taking account of these divergent interpretations,
this Very Short Introduction offers a succinct narrative and analysis of
the Revolution. Using carefully considered sources, Alan Knight
addresses the causes of the upheaval, before outlining the armed conflict
between 1910 and 1920, explaining how a durable regime was
consolidated in the 1920s, and summing up the social reforms of the
Revolution, which culminated in the radical years of the 1930s. Along the
way, Knight places the conflict alongside other 'great' revolutions, and
compares Mexico with the Latin American countries that avoided the
violent upheaval. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
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challenging topics highly readable.
The History of Medicine: A Very Short Introduction - William Bynum
2008-07-31
Against the backdrop of unprecedented concern for the future of health
care, this i Very Short Introduction/i surveys the history of medicine from
classical times to the present. Focussing on the key turning points in the
history of Western medicine - such as the advent of hospitals and therise
of experimental medicine - but also offering reflections on alternative
traditions such as Chinese medicine, Bill Bynum offers insights into
medicine's past, while at the same time engaging with contemporary
issues, discoveries, and controversies.
Nineteenth-Century Britain: A Very Short Introduction - Christopher
Harvie 2000-08-10
First published as part of the best-selling The Oxford Illustrated History
of Britain, Christopher Harvie and Colin Matthew's Very Short
Introduction to Nineteenth-Century Britain is a sharp but subtle account
of remarkable economic and social change and an even more remarkable
political stability. Britain in 1789 was overwhelmingly rural, agrarian,
multilingual, and almost half Celtic. By 1914, when it faced its greatest
test since the defeat of Napoleon, it was largely urban and English.
Christopher Harvie and Colin Matthew show the forces behind Britain's
rise to its imperial zenith, and the continuing tensions within the nations
and classes of the 'union state'. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Forging Ahead, Falling Behind and Fighting Back - Nicholas Crafts
2018-07-31
To what extent has the British economy declined compared to its
competitors and what are the underlying reasons for this decline?
Nicholas Crafts, one of the world's foremost economic historians, tackles
these questions in a major new account of Britain's long-run economic
the-industrial-revolution-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

performance. He argues that history matters in interpreting current
economic performance, because the present is always conditioned by
what went before. Bringing together ideas from economic growth theory
and varieties of capitalism to endogenous growth and cliometrics, he
reveals the microeconomic foundations of Britain's economic
performance in terms of the impact of institutional arrangements and
policy choices on productivity performance. The book traces Britain's
path from the first Industrial Revolution and global economic primacy
through to its subsequent long-term decline, the strengths and
weaknesses of the Thatcherite response, and the improvement in relative
economic performance that was sustained to the eve of the financial
crisis.
The Industrial Revolution: A Very Short Introduction - Robert C. Allen
2017-02-16
The 'Industrial Revolution' was a pivotal point in British history that
occurred between the mid-eighteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries and
led to far reaching transformations of society. With the advent of
revolutionary manufacturing technology productivity boomed. Machines
were used to spin and weave cloth, steam engines were used to provide
reliable power, and industry was fed by the construction of the first
railways, a great network of arteries feeding the factories. Cities grew as
people shifted from agriculture to industry and commerce. Hand in hand
with the growth of cities came rising levels of pollution and disease.
Many people lost their jobs to the new machinery, whilst working
conditions in the factories were grim and pay was low. As the middle
classes prospered, social unrest ran through the working classes, and the
exploitation of workers led to the growth of trade unions and protest
movements. In this Very Short Introduction, Robert C. Allen analyzes the
key features of the Industrial Revolution in Britain, and the spread of
industrialization to other countries. He considers the factors that
combined to enable industrialization at this time, including Britain's
position as a global commercial empire, and discusses the changes in
technology and business organization, and their impact on different
social classes and groups. Introducing the 'winners' and the 'losers' of
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the Industrial Revolution, he looks at how the changes were reflected in
evolving government policies, and what contribution these made to the
economic transformation. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The French Revolution: A Very Short Introduction - William Doyle
2001-08-23
Beginning with a discussion of familiar images of the French Revolution,
this work looks at how the ancien régime became ancien as well as
examining cases in which achievement failed to match ambition.
Projects: A Very Short Introduction - Andrew Davies 2017-10-19
What is a project? How are projects organized to deal with a complex,
rapidly changing, and uncertain world? Why are projects the
organization of the future? A project is a temporary organization and
one-time process established to achieve a desired outcome. Projects
range in size from small teams to large international joint-ventures and
temporary coalitions of public and private organizations. What
distinguishes projects from all other organizational activities - such as
mass produced products and services - is that a project is finite in
duration, lasting from hours, days, or weeks to years, and in some cases
decades. Each project is disposable. It brings together people and
resources to accomplish a goal and when the goal is accomplished, the
organization disappears. When projects are complex, unpredictable, and
changing, their plans have to be flexible and able to adjust to situations
that cannot foreseen at the outset. In this Very Short Introduction
Andrew Davies looks at how projects have developed since the industrial
revolution to create the human-built world in which we live, work, and
play. Considering some of our greatest endeavours such as the Erie
Canal, Apollo Moon landing, Japanese product development, and Chinese
ecocity projects, Davies identifies how projects are organized and
managed to design and produce large and complex systems, cope with
the-industrial-revolution-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

fast changing conditions, and deal with the immense uncertainties
required to create breakthrough innovations in products and services.
He concludes by considering how projects could be organized to address
the challenges facing the post-industrial society of the 21st century.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
The Reagan Revolution: A Very Short Introduction - Gil Troy
2009-07-30
"They called it the Reagan revolution," Ronald Reagan noted in his
Farewell Address. "Well, I'll accept that, but for me it always seemed
more like the great rediscovery, a rediscovery of our values and our
common sense." Nearly two decades after that 1989 speech, debate
continues to rage over just how revolutionary those Reagan years were.
The Reagan Revolution: A Very Short Introduction identifies and tackles
some of the controversies and historical mysteries that continue to swirl
around Reagan and his legacy, while providing an illuminating look at
some of the era's defining personalities, ideas, and accomplishments. Gil
Troy, a well-known historian who is a frequent commentator on
contemporary politics, sheds much light on the phenomenon known as
the Reagan Revolution, situating the reception of Reagan's actions within
the contemporary liberal and conservative political scene. While most
conservatives refuse to countenance any criticism of their hero, an
articulate minority laments that he did not go far enough. And while
some liberals continue to mourn just how far he went in changing
America, others continue to mock him as a disengaged, do-nothing
dunce. Nevertheless, as Troy shows, two and a half decades after
Reagan's 1981 inauguration, his legacy continues to shape American
politics, diplomacy, culture, and economics. Both Bill Clinton and George
W. Bush modeled much of their presidential leadership styles on
Reagan's example, while many of the debates of the '80s about the
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budget, tax cutting, defense-spending, and American values still rage.
Love him or hate him, Ronald Reagan remains the most influential
president since Franklin D. Roosevelt, and one of the most controversial.
This marvelous book places the Reagan Revolution in the broader
context of postwar politics, highlighting the legacies of these years on
subsequent presidents and on American life today. About the Series:
Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short
Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in
hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to
Islam.
The Russian Economy: a Very Short Introduction - Richard Connolly
2020-07-23
Russia today is as prominent in international affairs as it was at the
height of the Cold War. Yet the role that the economy plays in supporting
Russia's position as a 'great power' on the international stage is poorly
understood. For many, Russia's political influence far exceeds its weight
in the global economy. However, Russia is one of the largest economies
in the world; it is not only one of the world's most important exporters of
oil and gas, but also of other natural resources, such as diamonds and
gold. Its status as one of the largest wheat and grain exporters shapes
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commodity prices across the globe, while Russia's enormous arms
industry, second only to the United States, provides it with the means to
pursue an increasingly assertive foreign policy. All this means that
Russia's economy is crucial in serving the country's political objectives,
both within Russia and across the world. Russia today has a distinctly
political type of economy that is neither the planned economy of the
Soviet era, nor a market-based economy of the Euro-Atlantic variety.
Instead, its economic system is characterised by a unique blend of state
and market; control and freedom; and natural resources alongside
human ingenuity. The Russian Economy: A Very Short Introduction
introduces readers to the dimensions of the Russian economy that are
often ignored by the media and public figures, or exaggerated and
misunderstood. In doing so, it shows how Russia's economy is one of
global significance, and helps explain why many of Russia's enduring
features, such as the heavy hand of the state and the emphasis on
military-industrial production, have persisted despite the immense
changes that took place after the disintegration of the Soviet Union in
1991. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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